MESSENGER
COVID-19 UPDATE
Eucharist at Emmanuel (Wednesday, Saturday, & Sunday)
Proceeding with precautions.
No touching during The Peace. No chalices at Eucharist.
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd & Youth Programs
CANCELLED until further notice.
Wednesday Lenten Simple Supper & Program
CANCELLED until further notice.
Soup Kitchen
Continues as normal.
Simpson Ordination
Currently still scheduled. Watch for updates.
Lectionary Group
Continues but will meet in the Library.
Pastoral Care
Call Fr. Joe if needed.
AA Meetings
May continue as AA determines prudent.
See the letter from the Bishop on page 6.

Assistance Available

If you are at higher risk for COVID-19 and do not want to go out or
are simply trying to lessen your exposure, Shauna Nefos-Webb is
willing to make trips to the store, pharmacy, etc. Please contact
Shauna and she will arrange a time to run errands for you.

WEEKLY
SCHEDULE
SATURDAY
SERVICE
5:00 p.m. Rite II
Holy Eucharist

SUNDAY
SERVICES
8:00 a.m. Rite I
Holy Eucharist
10:30 a.m. Rite II
Holy Eucharist

SUNDAY
FAITH FORMATION
9:30 a.m.

WEDNESDAY
SERVICE
12:15 p.m.
Holy Eucharist &
Prayers for Healing
Bledsoe Chapel

WEDNESDAY
Choir
7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.

THURSDAY
Lectionary Study
10 a.m.
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From the Rector

Do we even know any more what it
means to face facts when there is so
much bias against and denial of facts? I
am indebted not just to friends I trust
when it comes to sorting out what to
believe, but also to science. I am
specifically speaking of COVID-19, the
virus that is circling the world.

In the March 22 edition of The Living Church magazine, there
is an interview with Lisa Gilbert, which caught my attention.
She is a Christian physician with education and experience to
speak about the pandemic from the perspective of a Christian
whose faith is, as she put it, stresses "incarnational
sacramentality, that physicalness, whether that's receiving
communion, dipping our fingers in holy water, kissing an icon,
shaking hands or hugging, singing, simply being with other
people." Her list covers something important to just about
every serious Christian!
She believes this virus is particularly dangerous because for
the vast majority of people, it has mild symptoms in the first
week. This sounds like good news; for most people, corona
virus won’t be too bad. However, think about what this means:

infected people will continue to go about their normal activities
putting the most vulnerable among us at risk.
As Christians, we are called to love our neighbor. That means
that even if we are not particularly worried for our own health
or even if we doubt the reports of how serious this is, we
should take precautions for the sake of others. Personally, I
am concerned about my mother who is at the highest risk.
When I visit her I will take every possible precaution and want
everyone else to do the same. Jesus said what we do for the
least (or most vulnerable), we do for him. We could also say we
are being very cautious because everybody is beloved of God
and is somebody's mother or loved one.
For these reasons, I plan to offer only the Host at Communion
and will be putting other measures in place. Even if it turns out
these measures weren't necessary, they will help prevent
spreading late season colds! This can also be an occasion to
reflect on the rituals of our faith.
See you Sunday if not before.
Fr. Joe

Lay Minister Schedule
Please note: there will be NO chalice bearers until further notice.
Sunday, March 15–Third Sunday in Lent
Exodus 17:1-7; Romans 5:1-11; John 4:5-42; Psalm 95
5:00 p.m. Vigil.......................................... George Miller/Doug Mancabelli
8:00 a.m. Lector ............................................................... Dave Zochowski
10:30 a.m. Lector .....................................................................Janet Jayne
Intercessor .............................................................................. Daniel Shew
Ushers ........................................................................... Ann & Greg Oakley
Acolytes ................................................................................................. TBD

Sunday, March 22–Fourth Sunday in Lent
1 Samuel 16:1-13; Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1-41; Psalm 23
5:00 p.m. Vigil.......................................... George Miller/Doug Mancabelli
8:00 a.m. Lector ................................................................................... TBD
10:30 a.m. Lector.................................................................. Mark Morgan
Intercessor ............................................................................... Tom Rogers
Ushers ................................................................... Michael Webb and TBD
Acolytes ................................................................................... Milly, Judson

Sunday, March 29–Fifth Sunday in Lent
Ezekiel 37:1-14; Romans 8:6-11; John 11:1-45; Psalm 130
5:00 p.m. Vigil.......................................... George Miller/Doug Mancabelli
8:00 a.m. Lector ............................................................... Dave Zochowski
10:30 a.m. Lector .............................................................................. Youth
Intercessor ......................................................................................... Youth
Ushers ................................................... Mary Armstrong, Barbara Walling
Acolytes ...........................................................................Kira, Bree, Hagan

Sunday, April 5–Palm Sunday
Matthew 21:1-11; Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29
5:00 p.m. Vigil.......................................... George Miller/Doug Mancabelli
8:00 a.m. Lector .......................................................... Frank Goodpasture
10:30 a.m. Lector.................................................................. Walt Bressler
Intercessor ............................................................. Shawna Knickerbocker
Ushers ................................................................................................... TBD
Acolytes ................................................................... Amelia, Grace, Lauren

Sunday, April 12–Easter Sunday
Acts 10:34-43; or Jeremiah 31:1-6; Colossians 3:1-4; or Acts 10:34-43;
John 20:1-18 or Matthew 28:1-10; Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
5:00 p.m. Vigil ......................................... George Miller/Doug Mancabelli
8:00 a.m. Lector ...................................................................... Scott Lamie
10:30 a.m. Lector.................................................................... Bob Hardee
Intercessor .............................................................................Dustin Ashley
Ushers ........................................................... Heather & Sharon Eisenhart
Acolytes .............................................................................. Ford, Julia, Kira

Sunday, April 19–Second Sunday of Easter
Acts 2:14a,22-32; 1 Peter 1:3-9; John 20:19-31;Psalm 16
5:00 p.m. Vigil ......................................... George Miller/Doug Mancabelli
8:00 a.m. Lector ............................................................... Dave Zochowski
10:30 a.m. Lector ................................................................... Tom Rogers
Intercessor ................................................................................ Janet Jayne
Ushers ...........................................................Susan & Fred Knickerbocker
Acolytes ....................................................................... Farris, Lauren, Josie

Sunday, April 26–Third Sunday of Easter
Acts 2:14a,36-41; 1 Peter 1:17-23; Luke 24:13-35; Psalm 116:1-3, 10-17
5:00 p.m. Vigil ......................................... George Miller/Doug Mancabelli
8:00 a.m. Lector ................................................................................... TBD
10:30 a.m. Lector.............................................................................. Youth
Intercessor ......................................................................................... Youth
Ushers ................................................... Mary Armstrong, Barbara Walling
Acolytes ................................................................................................. TBD

Sunday, May 3–Fourth Sunday of Easter
Acts 2:14a,36-41; 1 Peter 1:17-23; Luke 24:13-35; Psalm 116:1-3, 10-17
5:00 p.m. Vigil ......................................... George Miller/Doug Mancabelli
8:00 a.m. Lector .......................................................... Frank Goodpasture
10:30 a.m. Lector ................................................................. Sharon Kyser
Intercessor ...................................................................... Sharon Eisenhart
Ushers ................................................................................................... TBD
Acolytes .................................................................................................Ford
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Parish Life
March is Soup Kitchen Month

The ordination of

Proceeding without change

to the Diaconate

March is Soup Kitchen month at Emmanuel. We still need

John Simpson
Saturday, the twenty-eighth of
March
Two thousand and twenty at tenthirty in the morning.
St. Thomas' 124 East Main Street
Abingdon, VA 24210

*Attendance may be limited to family.
Awaiting confirmation.

assistance on March 17, 19, 20, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 30,
and 31. The Soup Kitchen requires FOUR (4) adult
volunteers per day beginning at 9:00 a.m. at the Soup
Kitchen facility on the United Coal Company campus. Work
lasts less than 90 minutes. If you are willing to serve our
community, please contact the Parish Office
(emmanuelbristol@gmail.com or 276-669-9488).

Kanuga Parish Weekend
August 21 through 23

Parishes will experience a weekend of welldeserved respite, curated programming, fun-filled
activities, and radical hospitality. Your community
will discover the joys of a fully-immersive, and
inclusive, parish retreat weekend. Kanuga invites you to deepen your connection with The Creator, community, and
nature.
ACTIVITIES & OFFERINGS
Children’s Nature Walk
Kanuga Sponsored Social
Bonfire with S’mores
Adult Programming with Keynote Speakers
Movie Night

Farm Tours
Children and Youth Programming
Guided Hikes
Winery/Brewery Outings (additional fee)
Stations of the Cross Walking Experience

Rates:
Adult Single: $230
Youth (10-17): $80
Child (4-9): $40
Infant (0-3): $0
If you’re interested in attending the Parish Weekend, please contact Lark Adams.
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Parish Calendar
1
3
3
5
6
7
8
9
11
12
13
16
18
19
20
22
24
26
27
28
31

March/April 2020

MARCH
BIRTHDAYS

Alex Bowen
Sadie Harden
Wilson Young
Lauren Zochowski
Lynn Couch
Sherri Hopkins
Paige Terry
Tammy Hardee
Gavin Lamie
Bruce Bowen, Tim Haer
Judy Mitchell
Josie Tickle
Austin Carr
Paul Pratt
Adilyn Jones. Judith Wylie
Mike Riley
David Bettis
Shauna Nefos- Webb
Peggy Horner,
Harry Gardner
Larry Jayne
Prent Hallenbeck
Lark Adams
Candy Snodgrass
Barbara Walling
Bree Adams
Jackie Everett

*
To be
determined

APRIL WEDDING
ANNIVERSARIES

None for the month of March

APRIL

4
5
7
8
9
11
15
16
20
28
30

2
11
22
23
28

BIRTHDAYS

Kitty Pitini
Bill Marburg
Daniel Shew
Rick Armstrong, Anne
Stuart, Anne Tickle
Susan McCall
Amelia Jarrard,
Anne Neese
Lisa Mitchell,
Mark Morgan
Justin Carson
Nat Copenhaver
Bob Hardee, Tineke
Marburg, Jeremy
McLaughlin
Cooper Harmon, Karin
Cerstvik

APRIL WEDDING
ANNIVERSARIES

Veronica & Jack Taylor
Fran & Jim McGlothlin
Cher & Bryan Young
Joyce & Robert Rodgers
Nancy & Matt Wood
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PRAYER REQUESTS

Andy Almaguer, Ruby Barber, Shelby, Doug, Carol Biegler, Robert Booher, George Bowman, Shannon Bowman, Eda
Brink, Charlie Callahan, Evelyn Counts, Veda Counts, Ben Crenshaw, Willie Crumley, Mo Curcio, Ivy Daniels, Micah
Deyton, Eric, Cindy Freeman, Harry Gardner, Bill Godsey, June Hallums, Olivia Harris, Nedra Hartley, Hilary Hurst,
Evalds Jekabsons, Wendy Jekabsons, Michael Johnston, Roger Justin, John Kennerly, Joe Kurre, Mary Mann, Henry
Phillips, Preston Mitchell, Brian Morrell, Rob Morrell, Wanda Pasour, Dorothy Porter, Jud Powers, Pauline Price, Jan
Ransom (June Hallum’s brother), Jan Ransom (June Hallum’s niece), Rick Rimer, Lois Ring, Joyce Rodgers, Robert
Rodgers, Denise Rowe, Norma Shew, Anne Stuart, Madi Weaver, Martha Wells, Sarfraz Zaidi

MEMORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS
In memory of
Jim Madden
from

George Miller

In memory of
Lou Phetteplace
from

Candy Worrell

Faith Formation
While the month of January usually lasts several years, it seems like February just flew by! Before you know it, we’ll be preparing for
summer (and warm weather!).
February started off with Candlemas, the
celebration of the presentation of Jesus in the
temple. We talked about this in Catechesis with the
children - there is a material to go along with the
scripture so that the children have a chance to see
the story and wonder about what was going on: how
far Mary, Joseph, and Jesus might have had to
travel and who the older lady in the temple was.
They also get to wonder how Simeon and Anna
knew who Jesus was without ever having met him.
Since Candlemas fell on a Sunday this year, children Harper emcee’s during the fundraiser for the
restoration of the organ.
and youth were able to assist during the liturgy.
Several children handed out candles and older youth lit the candles before the processional.
Lana lights a candle for Veronica
Taylor during Candlemas.

As you know, our organ is in need of some restoration. To that end, the choir, led by our own
Stephanie Yoder, hosted a fundraiser on February 14. Harper and Amelia were the hosts during the
event, introducing the songs and helping us figure out who did it!

February culminated with our annual pancake supper on Fat Tuesday. The youth helped plan the activities and decorated the parish
hall. Donations for the night totaled about $600 and will go to support youth formation.

Our Lenten series began March 4. The youth are
following The Way of Love, a journey through Lent to
Easter with Jesus. We remember our baptism and our
renewal through the life, death and resurrection of
Jesus. We walk with Him in Love and experience this
transformation together via the Scripture. Last week,
the message was about prayer. We talked about the
many ways we can pray, from Thanksgiving to
Oblation to Penitence. We then took time to make
prayer jars, which we will continue to decorate this
week. The younger children joined during the second
week to make prayer jars.
Walk in light, Adriel
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March 12, 2020

Letter from the Bishop

Re: Pastoral Message Regarding Coronoavirus
Dear Clergy & Lay Leaders:
Two weeks ago, in my Update and also in a separate email to
clergy and wardens, I outlined a few common-sense guidelines for
hygiene in the Eucharist as we have begun to confront the many
unknowns of the coronavirus pandemic. This morning during our
House of Bishops meeting, our Presiding Bishop spoke to the
many challenges in front of us as Church. In his remarks, he
acknowledged that there will be a variety of approaches, by
bishops, clergy and churches, in our responses to the daily news
about the spread of this virus.
The key question for our Presiding Bishop, as it is for me, and all
of my brother and sister bishops, is how do we continue to be the
Church, witnessing to the healing power and reconciling love of
God in Christ Jesus while caring for the well-being of fellow
parishioners and our neighbors.
Let me begin these few pastoral guidelines by being clear that I
am not calling for the cancellation of worship in our parishes. In
times of fear and panic, the Church is called to be a calm, healing
presence as we witness to the hope, faith and love that we share
in Jesus. I know that managing the fear and uncertainty in our
communities will be challenging as we all figure out how to adapt
to this health crisis. Adaptation means that circumstances will
vary and evolve in each of our parishes’ contexts.
As we adapt to what may well become the new normal for a
considerable time, I will support the well-reasoned decisions and
practices that each of our clergy and lay leaders make for health
and safety in their own context. Some may continue to celebrate
Holy Eucharist with boundaries that secure healthy practices,
some may choose Morning Prayer (or The Holy Eucharist ending
at The Peace without Holy Communion), and others may very well
choose not to hold gathered worship for a period of time. These
are just a few obvious adaptations. There will be many more and
my staff and I will be open and available to assist you with needed
resources and guidance. Please let us know of your adaptations
so that we can share your learnings with others by emailing us at
info@dioswva.org
I write all of the above with the knowledge that the World Health
Organization is cautioning against almost all public gatherings.
We will all need to take care of ourselves and our families and
make the best possible choices about how and what we will
attend, both inside and outside of our parishes, for the weeks and
months ahead.
Tomorrow I will host two Zoom calls, one with our clergy at 9:30
a.m. and another with wardens of parishes without clergy at
11:00 a.m., to listen to concerns and think together about how we
might respond to this virus in our common life.
The following are a few more instructions and notices for the next
few months as we learn our way into the realities of this virus and
its transmission.
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Regarding meetings and events:
• In our diocesan life we will be cancelling all nonessential
meetings in person and use Zoom and other technologies to the
fullest extent possible. This will apply to everything from board
meetings to youth events. Our staff will be evaluating and
responding to all of the many ways that we work and meet
together in groups large and small. We will keep you up to date on
specific cancellations and alternate plans. • Parishes should also
cancel nonessential meetings and programs. Other ways of
distributing information and meeting should be arranged for. •
Ministries that gather groups or come into contact with other
people should either be suspended or strategies devised to limit
exposure.
Regarding worship: • I will celebrate Holy Eucharist during my
upcoming visits, but for the safety of the initiates and their
families, I will not be confirming people for the next few weeks at
least. (I will assess where we are by Easter Day. Later, we may
plan for some area confirmations.) And because I am traveling
around from parish to parish, I will avoid most physical contact for
your health and safety. • When Eucharist is celebrated— Clergy
should instruct the people that receiving only the bread is
appropriate and is making a full communion. If they wish not drink
directly from a common cup they can be instructed to cross their
arms over their chest as the cup passes by. • Intinction (dipping
the bread into the wine) must not be offered or allowed in any
circumstance. • The Peace should not be physically exchanged by
moving around and making contact with each other. Stay in your
seat and love your neighbor by sharing a wave and a smile. •
Spreading out and allowing healthy spacing for seating where at
all possible should be practiced. • Receptions before or after
worship should be extremely limited in prepared food and
duration or avoided altogether for a season. • Physically greeting
people, as much as you care for them, before and after worship,
should be avoided. Again, show and receive the lack of contact as
love and concern for your neighbor’s well-being.
Finally, as we consider how to keep our fellow parishioners, our
loved ones, and ourselves safe and healthy, let us also be
creative in responding to those in need in and beyond our
parishes. This crisis will deeply impact those with little to no extra
resources. How are we being the Church in this time of
pandemic? Some ideas might include— buying cold medicines for
those who might not be able to afford them, collecting canned
food for food banks, and buying snacks and supplies for kids who
will miss school.
I am sure you all will come up with so many ways to serve and
care for others in the name of Jesus. Please let us know so that
we can all share these new ways of reaching out and expressing
God’s love.
You will all be in my prayers as we travel through the uncertainty
of this health crisis. It will remind us over and over of the many
ways that we are all connected as God’s human family. We must
show others how this connection is a blessing and not a curse.
Pray for each other as we continue to be Christ’s body to the
world around us.
Peace, The Rt. Rev. Mark A. Bourlakas

Vestry
The January 14, 2020 vestry meeting of Emmanuel Episcopal Church
was called to order with prayer at 5:30 p.m.

The February 11, 2020 vestry meeting of Emmanuel Episcopal Church
was called to order with prayer at 5:32 p.m.

Members present: Lark Adams, Charlie Christ, Megan Clark, Pierce Elliott,
Janet Jayne, Shawna Knickerbocker, Ed Powers, Candy Snodgrass,
Michael Webb, Cher Young, Dave Zochowski, and Rector Joe Dunagan.
Staff members: Kristie Fayler

Members present: Lark Adams, Charlie Christ, Pierce Elliott, Jo Ann
Hairston, Janet Jayne, Shawna Knickerbocker, Scott Lamie, Ed Powers,
Candy Snodgrass, Dave Zochowski, and Rector Joe Dunagan. Staff
members: Kristie Fayler.

Members absent: Jo Anne Hairston, Scott Lamie

Members absent: Megan Clark, Cher Young, Michael Webb.

The minutes from the December 7, 2019 vestry retreat were
unanimously approved.

The minutes from the January 14, 2020 vestry meeting were
unanimously approved.

Rector’s Report – Fr. Joe Dunagan
 Father Joe will officiate at the committal service for Betty Barnhill
Bragg, 90, at Glenwood Cemetery. Mrs. Bragg was a parishioner who
moved away in 1963.
 Heather Eisenhart and Father Joe will meet with representatives from
Higher Ground Technology on Thursday about acoustic issues in the
nave. This company was highly recommended by Pastor Kris Aaron of
First Baptist Church.
 The theme of the Lenten series this year will be "Every Sunday is
Easter." The theme grew out of the vestry retreat when we discussed
what the average weekly attendance should be. Professor Chris
Slaughter has agreed to be one of the speakers. We will again begin
with a simple supper at six o'clock each Wednesday before the
program at six-thirty and choir at seven-thirty beginning the Wednesday
after Ash Wednesday and ending the Wednesday before Holy Week.
 Father Joe expressed appreciation to Pastor Kris Aaron at First Baptist
for making their baptismal pool available for the baptism of Dustin
Ashley.
 We continue to contract with Service Master for cleaning the church
but there is a new team doing the work.
 The vestry will need to elect delegates to the 2021 diocesan council.
 The Trayer Historic Preservation Fund has been set up with the initial
gift of $350,000 and we have received the first contribution to it.
 Raynal Studios has scheduled work starting in February on the
remaining stained glass windows.
 We need ushers.
 Father Joe called attention to the new dashboard prepared by the
Parish Administrator (attached).
 There have been 62 pledges for 2020 totaling $307,000. Father Joe
pointed out this is less than the budget the vestry approved so we will
need to look at possible cuts.
 While Father Joe is away during Lent for his pilgrimage to the Holy
Land, Father Craig Wylie will cover the Saturday Eucharist and any
pastoral care emergencies. Father Tom Day will be the celebrant on
the Sunday he is away.
Senior Warden’s Report – Candy Snodgrass
 Thank you to everyone who helped with the Christmas Dinner.
 The stove was delivered and installed the week before Christmas.
 Motion by Candy Snodgrass to spend up to $2,500 to replace the
Sacristy countertop, sink and faucet. Second provided by Janet Jayne.
Motion unanimously approved.
Junior Warden’s Report – Dave Zochowski
 The architect recommended by Fleenor to prepare the schematic of
the building for approval before the smoke detectors can be installed
has been contacted.
 A couple of vendors have inspected the retaining wall in the alley
outside the kitchen but neither have submitted their
recommendations.
 Dave Zochowski and Fr. Joe did a walk-through of the building to
identify areas that need attention/improvement. Dave will provide a
list of projects.
Treasurer’s Report – Michael Webb
 Awaiting 2019 to be closed out with SE Tax.
 Working with Richard Horner on endowment.

Rector’s Report – Fr. Joe Dunagan

 Average Sunday attendance in January was 115.
 In January, the Church Pension Group performed a facility inspection.









Two recommendations were made as a result of their findings: 1)
Maintain a video inventory of church contents and store it off site, and
2) develop a crisis management/emergency relocation plan and store
it off site.
Vestry members present at the meeting signed John Simpson’s
certificate for ordination to the diaconate. Kristie Fayler will email to
the diocese and attach a copy to the minutes.
The 2019 Parochial Report was unanimously approved as presented
and a copy is attached to the minutes.
March is Soup Kitchen month for Emmanuel. Please consider signing
up.
The two backlit stained glass windows flanking the altar in the chapel
require some additional electrical work that will increase the fee from
Raynal by $1,000. The additional $1,000 was unanimously approved
and will be paid from the Trayer Preservation Fund.
This Sunday, February 16, 2020, Sharon Kyser and Mark Morgan will
make announcements and talk briefly about being council delegates.
Calendar items: Valentine’s Dinner Friday, February 14; Ecumenical
Service on Sunday, February 23 at 6pm at Central Presbyterian
Church; Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner is Tuesday, February 25 at
6pm, Ash Wednesday Services will be Wednesday, February 26 at
12:15pm and 7pm.

Senior Warden’s Report – Candy Snodgrass
 The new sink and countertop for the sacristy will be installed by midMarch
 Met with Michael Webb to discuss the welcome brochure.
 The first Lenten Soup Supper will be soup and sandwiches. Please
contact Candy Snodgrass if you’re willing to assist with the meal for the
programs.
 The original, un-filed Quit Claim deed for Blackbird Bakery has been
destroyed. The Diocese has acknowledged via email that they have
received all requested documentation and that they would be in touch
with Fr. Joe and Candy Snodgrass about the next steps.
Junior Warden’s Report – Dave Zochowski
 Spoke with Fleenor Security regarding an architectural drawing of the
church in CAD format (dwg file). Janet Jayne suggested we contact Jim
Bundy in Abingdon, VA. Jo Ann Hairston suggested Permatile has they
have a CAD system.
 Working with Charlie Christ on the flooring in the undercroft area.
Treasurer’s Report – No report.
Director of Family Ministries was not present. Her report was read by Lark
Adams and is attached to the minutes.
Old Business
 New water cooler has been installed and is located on the second floor
landing just outside the Parish Hall.
New Business – none.
With no further business the meeting adjourned at 6:12 p.m.

Director of Family Ministry was not present. Her report was read by Lark
Adams.
With no further business the meeting adjourned at 6:19 p.m.
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