MESSENGER
From the Rector
February begins
with an act of
obedience and ends
with an act of
humility. February 2
is the Feast of the
Presentation when we remember the
story Luke tells of Joseph and Mary going
to the Temple in Jerusalem before making
their way to Nazareth. This is the
conclusion of Luke's account of the birth
of our Lord and he makes two things very
clear. First, the Holy Family were obedient
to the requirements of their faith. Second,
the Holy Spirit was faithfully guiding
everyone involved.
This year the feast falls on a Sunday and,
since it is a feast focused on our Lord, we
will observe it on Sunday. There are two
elements closely associated with the
Feast of the Presentation. One is the
"Nunc Dimittis" which means "now
dismiss" and was part of the song of
Simeon who had been assured he would
live to see the birth of the Anointed One of
God, the Christ. The entire scene is within
the Temple and all the characters are
there in obedience to the requirements of
their faith.
As it turns out in 2020, the second day in
February is a feast characterized by
obedience and Ash Wednesday, a day
characterized by humility, falls toward the
end of February, the 26th. It is on Ash
Wednesday that in obedience to our faith
we come to the church to participate in
the liturgy of the imposition of ashes. The
priest makes the sign of the cross on
penitents' foreheads saying, "You are dust

and to dust you shall return." This
recognition that we are mortal and
sinners is at the heart of Christian
humility for these two things are shared in
common with all humanity. And it is
precisely these things the One who is
without sin and is eternal took on in the
cross.
The 2020 vestry is focused on preparing
for a year of celebration of the centennial
of the building. Thanks to the
establishment of the Trayer Historical
Preservation Fund, we are able to move
forward with needed repairs on the
building. But our celebration won't be on
the beauty of a historical building. It will
be focused on the witness of obedience
and humility as we begin a second
century of prayer in a building that has
been made holy by all those faithful who
have gathered here before us.
Anglicans are a people formed by the
tradition of common prayer so we cannot
overemphasize the importance of faithful
obedience to the gathering week after
week in the church for prayers. Just as
the Holy Spirit speaks to us through the
stories of the Holy Family, Simeon and
Anna, the Holy Spirit continues to work
through the rites of the Church when the
faithful in humility gather.
See you Sunday if not before.

WEEKLY
SCHEDULE
SATURDAY
SERVICE
5:00 p.m. Rite II
Holy Eucharist

SUNDAY
SERVICES
8:00 a.m. Rite I
Holy Eucharist
10:30 a.m. Rite II
Holy Eucharist

SUNDAY
FAITH FORMATION
9:30 a.m.

WEDNESDAY
SERVICE
12:15 p.m.
Holy Eucharist &
Prayers for Healing
Bledsoe Chapel

WEDNESDAY
Choir
7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.

THURSDAY
Fr. Joe

Lectionary Study
10 a.m.
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Parish Life
Candlemas
will be celebrated

Sunday, February 2
at the

10:30 a.m. Eucharist

About the Feast–The Feast we celebrate on February 2 is
sometimes known as the Purification of Saint Mary the
Virgin, sometimes as Candlemas. In the Eastern Church it
has been called the Meeting of Christ with Simeon. Such a
variety of names is sufficient testimony to the wealth of
spiritual meaning that generations of Christians have
discovered in this small incident. The title, “The
Presentation,” reminds us of the Jewish law (Exodus
13:2;22:29) that every firstborn son had to be dedicated to
God in memory of the Israelites’ deliverance from Egypt,
when the firstborn sons of the Egyptians died and those of
Israel were spared. When Mary placed her small son into the
arms of Simeon, it was the meeting of the Old and New
Dispensations. The old sacrifices, the burnt offerings and
oblations, were done away; a new and perfect offering had
come into the temple. God had provided himself a lamb for
the burnt-offering (Genesis 22:8), his only Son. The offering
was to be made once for all on the cross. At every Eucharist
those who are in Christ recall that sinless offering and unite
“themselves, their souls and bodies” with the self-oblation of
their Lord and Savior. -from Lesser Feasts and Fasts

Valentine's Day Mystery Dinner
Calling all sleuths! Following some strange occurrences, a top secret investigation
is underway and we need your help to solve the mystery! Join us, along with our
secret agents, on Friday, February 14, 6:00 p.m. in the Emmanuel Parish Hall. To
assist us in this investigation, entertainers will be offering live music, theatrics,
prizes ... and of course delicious food prepared by the one and only Brian
Knickerbocker! Spread the word and help Emmanuel's music program raise funds
for the restoration of our beloved organ. Nursery will be provided.

March is Soup Kitchen Month at Emmanuel
The Soup Kitchen provides approximately 1,000 meals daily
to people in the Bristol area. The Soup Kitchen requires two
adult volunteers per day beginning at 9:15 a.m. at the Soup
Kitchen facility on the United Coal Company campus. Work
lasts less than 90 minutes. If you are willing to serve our
community, please contact the Parish Office
(emmanuelbristol@gmail.com or 276-669-9488).

The Messenger Page 2

Parish Life
Services
Wednesday, February 26
12:15 p.m.
Bledsoe Chapel
Wednesday, February 26
7:00 p.m.
Church

February 25, 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Parish Hall
Come and enjoy pancakes, games, activities, and have some Mardi Gras fun!

Wednesday March 4, March 11,
March 18, March 25 & April 1
Parish Hall
6:00 p.m. Soup
6:30 p.m. Lenten Program
Make Wednesday Lenten Soup Suppers and program
a part of your spiritual discipline this season.
Nursery and a program for ages 3–12 will be provided.
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Parish Life
BIRTHDAYS

FEBRUARY

3 Greg Oakley
Ed Powers
Nat Powers
4 Holston Knickerbocker
7 Carol Biegler
Lynn Powers
8 Brian Knickerbocker
Catherine Lamie
9 Taylor Bettis
Dean Tillison
11 Alethia Haynes
12 Daniel Bieger
13 Jane Bachman
14 Aly Fuller
15 Sara Beth Versteegen
17 Briana Hardee
18 Hagan Oakley
20 Elaine Griffin
Allen Rushing
25 Chris Horner
James Webb

BIRTHDAYS

26 Cheryl Hanzlik
Ronan King
Carl Moore
John Tickle
28 June Hallums
Larry Kiser
Lana Lavinder
29 Fran McGlothlin

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
9
12
19
20
28

Beth & Tom Rogers
Ann & John Tickle
Christine & Larry Kuhnert
Liz & Leno Rainero
Janice & Larry Kiser

1 Alex Bowen
3 Sadie Harden
3 Wilson Young
5 Lauren Zochowski
6 Lynn Couch
6 Sherri Hopkins
6 Paige Terry
7 Tammy Hardee
7 Gavin Lamie
8 Bruce Bowen
8 Tim Haer
8 Judy Mitchell
9 Josie Tickle
11 Austin Carr
12 Paul Pratt
13 Adilyn Jones
13 Judith Wylie
16 Mike Riley
18 David Bettis
19 Shauna Nefos- Webb
20 Peggy Horner

MARCH
20 Harry Gardner
22 Linda Gaines
22 Larry Jayne
24 Prent Hallenbeck
26 Lark Adams
27 Candy Snodgrass
28 Barbara Walling
31 Bree Adams
31 Jackie Everett

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES

None for the month of March.

MEMORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS
Diane Bedwell
Steve & Maggie Green
Joe & Barbara Sue Kurre
Allen & Sandra Rushing
William Earl Collier
Linda McLellan Collier
Wes Fayler
Thelma Blair

Steve Martin
Larry & Janice Kiser
Wyatt Kimbell McLaughlin
Tom & Beth Rogers
Allen & Sandra Rushing
Ann Massengill Moore
Dana More & John Isenhour

Lou Phetteplace
Robert Blevins, Jr
John Ed & Jackie Fuller
Carl & Marian Galliher
Charles & Lynn Hodges
Ronan King
Larry & Janice Kiser
Peggy Nicar
Lolla Page
Whit Powell
Frank Winston

PRAYER REQUESTS

Mark Ables, Andy Almaguer, Ruby Barber, Shelby, Doug, Carol Biegler, Robert Booher, George Bowman, Shannon Bowman, Eda
Brink, Cindy, Charlie Callahan, Ling Chen, Evelyn Counts, Veda Counts, Ben Crenshaw, Willie Crumley, Ivy Daniels, Micah Deyton,
Cindy Freeman, Harry Gardner, June Hallums, Nedra Hartley, Harriett Harty, Hilary Hurst, Michael Johnston, Roger Justin, John
Kennerly, Joe Kurre, Preston Mitchell, Brian Morrell, Rob Morrell, Wanda Pasour, Dorothy Porter, Jud Powers, Jack Presnell,
Pauline Price, Jan Ransom (June Hallum’s brother), Jan Ransom (June Hallum’s niece), Rick Rimer, Lois Ring, Joyce Rodgers,
Robert Rodgers, Denise Rowe, Norma Shew, Sharon Slaughter, Billie Stevens, Tom Stevens, Anne Stuart, Madi Weaver, Martha
Wells, Sarfraz Zaidi, Bruke

Prizes needed for Social Club

Social Club is a mission of the church which provides a meal and entertainment for people in the
community the first Tuesday of each month. More than 700 attended the events in 2019. Social Club
will begin its 2020 schedule in March. Bingo is the entertainment for the night and prizes are needed
to award the winners. Any donation of new or like new items that people would use are welcome.
Prizes may be left at the church office. Thank you to all who have donated in the past to help!
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Faith Formation
On Monday, January 20, members of Emmanuel Youth and Catechesis met at the
Paramount to join others in Bristol, TN/VA as we marched in memory of the work Martin
Luther King Jr did to unite our beloved
community. The message at the train station was
given by several members of the community. It
was a great reminder that we are all on a path
together and as we unite in love, we are stronger.
In the evening Father Greg Boyle spoke at Lee
Street Baptist Church of his work with L.A. gang
members and reminded us “… what we seek: a compassion that can stand in awe at
what the poor have to carry rather than stand in judgment at how they carry it.” ...
The love we felt during Advent was evident: youth and
children made wreaths that were delivered to various
members of Emmanuel, we studied the prophecies foretelling
the birth of Jesus and on December 15, Catechesis of the
Good Shepherd showed us their many talents as well as
reminded us the reason we wait during Advent.

Milly assembles an advent
wreath for the youth’s
advent outreach project.

Fr. Joe delivered an advent
wreath to Margaret Kearfott.

The youth have enjoyed Sunday fellowship times at the
newly re-opened Bristol Bagel. On January 5, after
undecorating the church, several youth joined Father Joe on
his visit to a local nursing home.

Join us on Sunday mornings
9:15am

Upcoming Events



Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner (hosted by the youth)
Tuesday, February 25, 6:00 p.m.



Lent series for youth (Wednesday pm during Lent)
The youth will meet with Ann Oakley to study the Way of
Love, “an intentional commitment to a set of practices.
It’s a commitment to follow Jesus: Turn, Learn, Pray,
Worship, Bless, Go, Rest.” See https://
episcopalchurch.org/life-transformed for details!



Lent series for children (6 -12) - Last year, children
created Resurrection Eggs. We’ll begin our series by
revisiting the eggs this year (if you have your set, bring
them!) and we will create additional works each week as
we study and prepare for Easter.



Youth Sunday - The last Sunday of each month, youth and
older children are invited to read the lessons and Prayers
of the People. Please contact Adriel if you have a young
person interested.

Music with Stephanie, Level II atrium

9:30am

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (To keep up with news
and events, please text @9heb3f to 81010)

Rite 13 (6th – 8th grades): meet in the youth room (To
keep up with news and events, please text @dda3be4 to
81010)

J2A (9th – 12th grade): meet in the library (To keep up with
news and events, please text @j2ay to 81010)
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Calendar
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Vestry
The November 21, 2019 Vestry meeting of Emmanuel Episcopal Church was
called to order with prayer at 5:32 p.m.
Members present: Lark Adams, Megan Clark, Pierce Elliott, Shawna
Knickerbocker, Tom Rogers, Candy Snodgrass, Richard Wolfe, Dave
Zochowski, and Rector Joe Dunagan. Member elect: Jo Anne Hairston
Staff members: Kristie Fayler, Adriel Slaughter. Members absent: Charlie
Christ, Tom Hairston, Scott Lamie
There were no minutes presented from the October 17 meeting as there was
no quorum. The minutes from the September 19 were approved
unanimously.
Rector’s Report – Fr. Joe Dunagan
October attendance: Sundays 117, Wednesdays 12
On Friday, October, 18, 2019 an email was circulated to elect Michael Webb
to fulfill Jade Carson’s treasurer’s term. A majority voted in favor of this
change.
As of today we have received 28 pledges totaling over $90,000. This time
last year we had received 11 pledges totaling $39,760
Total income in October was $19,933.05. Total income month to date for
November is $36,713.85.
Total expenses in October were $50,096.67. That total includes a transfer
of $1,544 from HomeTrust to Renasant for the Rector’s discretionary fund;
$20,070 for Raynal Studios stained glass repair (reimbursed from
endowment); and the third quarter diocesan VPG of $8,796.
2019 DIOSWVA asked for $41,973 for the VPG and we agreed to $35,186.
2020 they are asking for $41,873. Candy Snodgrass made a motion to
submit $35,186 to the diocese for the 2020 VPG. Second provided by Tom
Rogers. Motion passed unanimously.
Fr. Joe explained that under IRS rules a portion of his stipend can be
designated as housing allowance. This is strictly for tax purposes and does
not impact the church’s budget. A motion was made by Candy Snodgrass to
approve the resolution for Fr. Joe’s 2020 housing allowance of $29,400.
Second provided by Megan Clark. Motion approved unanimously.
Tom Rogers made a motion to approve an expenditure of $5,000 for R. A.
Colby to prepare the organ design work. Second provided by Dave
Zochowski. The motion was approved unanimously.
The 2020 vestry planning retreat is Saturday, December 7, 9:00 a.m. until
2:00 p.m. at the Summit on Volunteer Parkway in Bristol, TN.
Sunday, November 24, 6:00 p.m. Emmanuel will host an Ecumenical
evening prayers service.
The upgrade to the smoke monitors will be discussed at the vestry planning
retreat on December 7.
Fr. Joe will be out of the parish the week of December 16 to visit family but
will not miss a Sunday.
The tree will be delivered for the church the week of December 2.
The Daughters of the King made all new Chrismons for the tree.
Senior Warden’s Report – Candy Snodgrass
Candy Snodgrass procured a quote for a new stove with a griddle and a turn
off valve so the gas does not remain on at all times. Megan Clark made a
motion to approve $4,646.10 plus freight to purchase a new stove. Second
provided by Tom Rogers. Motion passed unanimously.
Still working with Pete Curcio to finalize the Quitclaim for Blackbird Bakery.
There are enough Emmanuel parishioners committed to help with the 2019
Christmas Dinner.
There was no report from the Junior Warden or the Treasurer.
Director of Family Ministries Report – Adriel Slaughter
Attendance has dropped in both youth and catechesis
This Sunday advent wreathes will be made and delivered to shut ins
Will participate in the Bristol Christmas Tree Lighting
Children singing with the choir on December 8
December 15 is the Children Pageant and Breakfast
December 22 the children will help green the church by decorating a tree in
the Parish Library.
With no further business the meeting adjourned at 6:34 p.m.

The December 7, 2019 Vestry retreat of Emmanuel Episcopal Church began
with morning prayers at 9 a.m. at the Summit meeting facility in Bristol, TN.
Members Present: Lark Adams, Dave Zochowski, Pierce Elliott, Candy
Snodgrass, Tom Hairston, Charlie Christ, Tom Rogers, Richard Wolfe, Janet
Jayne, Ed Powers, Cher Young, Jo Anne Hairston, Scott Lamie, Megan Clark,
Treasurer Michael Webb, and Rector Joe Dunagan. Members Absent: Shawna
Knickerbocker

Following morning prayers, Michael Webb led the group in a discussion of
Emmanuel moving towards a narrative driven mission. Vestry members were
asked about Emmanuel’s current budget and financials and whether or not
these numbers tell the story of our parish. The budget can be divided into
three main categories: Liturgy – 38%; Formation – 30%; Mission – 32%
In moving from ‘Pledging the Budget’ to ‘Growing in Generosity,’ there are 5
key motivations for giving: Commitment; Challenge; Community; Compassion;
Reasonableness
What steps can/is Emmanuel take to increase regular pledging, growing the
endowment fund, etc. Capital improvement plan; Publish a narrative budget;
Establish planned giving program; Produce welcome packets for new
members/visitors; Evaluate and enhance missional outreach
Several Vestry members agreed to take on specific tasks in 2020:
Scott Lamie – Continue the tradition of providing hot cocoa at the annual
tree lighting
Michael Webb – Organize a parent’s night out
Cher – Organize a meal prep event
Lark – Investigate putting together a trip to Kanuga conference center
Megan – Put together a women’s night
2021 Centennial of the Emmanuel Episcopal church building we currently
occupy. The building started as a place of worship in 1921. Everyone felt we
need to mark the occasion in a significant way. Possible activities/events:
Open House
Ribbon Cutting (for the next 100 years of prayer in the space)
Festival/fair
Concerts, possibly with the choir
Carpool karaoke with hymns
Bringing in a prominent Episcopal speaker such as Michael Curry, the
presiding Bishop of the United States of America
Things in 100s: 100 days of prayer, 100 bible verses to study, 100
Emmanuel words (on a t-shirt?), 100 facts about Emmanuel/the Episcopal
church, 100 people to raise $100 (to help fund Centennial efforts)
Offer commemorative art/object for sale, possibly a painting or picture of
the Emmanuel church building.
At 1 p.m., the official Vestry meeting began.
Rector’s Report – Father Joe Dunagan
Minutes from the November 21, 2019 Vestry meeting were unanimously
approved.
Everyone in attendance signed the Vestry oath. Michael Webb signed the
Treasurer’s oath.
Average weekly attendance in 2019 was 112
Pledges are on track based on this time last year.
Need to consider expanding our bequest program so people have
information on how to remember Emmanuel in their estate planning/wills.
Consider adopting standard language to allot general bequests (no specific
designation) to the building/endowment fund so the building will not
become a burden to future generations. Joe asked that we consider doing
the same for Memorial Contributions. Language could be provided/added
to say that over a certain amount that bequests go to the building
endowment.
Ask Nell Bieger to hold another seminar/workshop for how to designate a
bequest to Emmanuel Episcopal.
The 2020 budget was approved
Vestry meeting schedule will change in 2020. Meetings will be held the 2nd
Tuesday of each month at 5:30 p.m. The first meeting in the new year will
be Tuesday, January 14, 2020.
Officers were elected for the upcoming year:
Senior Warden – Candy Snodgrass
Junior Warden –Dave Zochowski
Treasurer – Michael Webb
Secretary – Lark Adams
Senior Warden’s Report – Candy Snodgrass
The new stove for the kitchen is on its way, but will not be installed until
after the Parish breakfast on December 15, and the Christmas Day Dinner.
Christmas dinner flyers are ready and have been distributed to low income
housing in the area. She asked that volunteers arrive by 3:30 p.m.
With no further business, the meeting adjourned at 2 p.m.
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MESSENGER

More than 225 people
attended Emmanuel’s
2019 Christmas Dinner.
Thank you to everyone who
helped serve our community,
especially our chef,
Brian Knickerbocker.
June Hallums prepares to serve desserts to our guests
during the Christmas Dinner.
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