MESSENGER
From The Rector
Being Barnabas
Christians

We don’t think very often about St.
Barnabas, but we should. His name was
actually Joseph. Apparently people who
knew him gave him the nickname
Barnabas because it means “son of
encouragement.” He must have had the
gift of enabling others to flourish. That
was certainly his role in the life of St. Paul.
Is “enabling others to flourish” another
way of thinking about discipleship? It
seems to me that would be completely
consistent with what our Lord taught us.
Jesus calls disciples who are willing to
commit to a life defined by forgiveness
and empowered by compassion. Jesus
calls disciples who seek a community of
people whose desire for the peace that
passes all understanding surpasses
desire for their own advancement.
I had a friend in college I nicknamed
Matthew. We both started college with the
intent of ordained ministry. We both
majored in Religion and Philosophy.
Matthew focused more on philosophy
whereas I focused more on religion. He
went on to get a Ph.D. and has had a
distinguished career teaching medical

ethics. When he was in graduate school
studying philosophy and I was in theology
school studying for ordination, we
corresponded occasionally. He sent a
letter once in which he congratulated me
for staying on the ordination track
because, he said, my studies were for the
benefit of others.
Plenty of clergy, including me, have not
always lived up to Matthew’s gracious
description of our vocation. I knew that
when I read his letter the first time it has
served as a reminder for me that
“success” in discipleship means being like
Barnabas, encouraging and enabling
others.

WEEKLY
SCHEDULE
SATURDAY
SERVICE
5:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist
SUNDAY SERVICES
8:00 a.m. Rite I
10:30 a.m. Rite II
Holy Eucharist
SUNDAY
FAITH FORMATION
9:30 a.m.
Catechesis of the
Good Shepherd
Youth Formation

In his book Toxic Charity: How Churches
and Charities Hurt Those They Help (And
How to Reverse It), Robert Lupton offered
an oath for compassionate service. The
essence of this oath is to empower others,
to avoid setting up unequal power
dynamics where Christian outreach is
about doing “for” instead of “with,” where
we are the givers and “they” are the
receivers. We should, instead, invest in
others. We can encourage each other if
we recognize the one in need as
acompanion, with the same potential for
discipleship, for peace, for forgiveness, for
ministry, as Christ recognizes in us.

Adult Formation
WEDNESDAY
12:15 p.m.
Holy Eucharist &
Prayers for Healing
Bledsoe Chapel
6:00 p.m.
Young Adult Group
Choir
7:00 p.m.
THURSDAY
Lectionary Study
10 a.m.
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Parish Life: Activities, Events, News
The Order of the Daughters of
the King Information Meeting
APRIL BIRTHDAYS
4 Kitty Pitini
5 Bill Marburg
7 Daniel Shew
8 Rick Armstrong,
Anne Stuart, Anne Tickle
9 Susan McCall
11 Amelia Jarrard
Anne Neese
Jordan Taverner

On Sunday, April 22 there will be two 15-20 minute
information sessions offered on the Order of the
Daughters of the King. You only need to attend one if you
are interested in joining the Order. Please come directly
to the conference room after the 8:00 or 10:30 service.
The Daughters of the King are called to grow and deepen
their relationship with God through prayer, service, and
evangelism. Daughters undertake a Rule of Life, which can be thought of as an application
of the baptismal vow and a covenant with God.
The Daughters of the King is an Order for women who are communicants of the Episcopal
Church.

15 Lisa Mitchell
Mark Morgan
16 Justin Carson
Nicki Robinette
18 Judith Mandler
28 Bob Hardee
Tineke Marburg
Jeremy McLaughlin
30 Cooper Harmon

APRIL WEDDING
ANNIVERSARIES
11 Fran & Jim McGlothlin
23 Joyce & Robert Rodgers
27 Cher & Bryan Young
28 Nancy & Matt Wood
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PRAYER REQUESTS
Jack Aaron, Paull Anderson, Kingston Baker, Ruby Barber, Diane Bedwell, Shelby,
Doug, Carol Biegler, Henry Brewer, Sue Brickey, Eda Brink, Barbara Bunn, Cindy, Charlie
Callahan, Ben Crenshaw, Horace Crenshaw, Willie Crumley, Ivy Daniels, Billie Dixon,
Devin Williams Hancock, Olivia Harris, Bertha Holloman, Hilary Hurst, Tom Hurt,
Michael Johnston, Ken King, Joe Kurre, Hal Leak, Kristi Malone, Amber McLeroy,
Landon McNew, Claire Miller, George Miller, John Mongle, Nona Morgan, Laura
Pearson, Jud Powers, Jack Presnell, Julia Rainero, Jan Ransom, Sharon Reed, Rick
Rimer, Joyce Rodgers, Robert Rodgers, Denise Rowe, Norma Shew, Sharon Slaughter,
Ann Stuart, Mary Jo Thomas, Loretta Trayer, and Audrey Zaidi

MEMORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS
Winifred Campbell
Mr & Mrs Ronald Hurst
Mrs Judy Mitchell

Deane Everett
Anita Fairley
Mrs Judy Mitchell
Mr & Mrs Carl Moore, Sr

Ann Tipton Martin
Charles & Lynn Hodges
Mrs Judy Mitchell
Mr & Mrs Carl Moore, Sr

Parish Life: Activities, Events, News
2018 Lenten Soup Supper and Program

Music is the Servant of the Liturgy
and Emmanuel is blessed to have Organist
and Music Director Stephanie Yoder and
Chris Yoder. Their Lenten Series taught
participants so much about sacred music.
We thank them and Chef Brian
Knickerbocker as well as everyone who
helped and attended.
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Parish Life: Activities, Events, News
Appreciating Our Historical Heritage
Emmanuel Episcopal Church was conceived during war; on
the January 26, 1862, a group of men and women joined
together to form an Episcopal church in an area having
none. The first edifice was raised on the corner of
Cumberland and Moore streets, and in 1869, the doors of
building were opened for the first time. Despite a rapid
succession of rectors, the church grew a great deal in the
next fifty-one years. The stone Emmanuel we know and
love was erected in 1921, and was modeled after St.
James the Less Church in Sulgrave, England. The labyrinth
takes its design from the famous one at the Cathedral of
Our Lady of Amiens, in Amiens, France. During the great
Depression, in 1933, the writer of Emmanuel’s directory
prophesied: “With this glorious heritage as our momentum,
Emmanuel Church cannot but move forward; seeing higher
levels of devotion and service, achieving wider horizons of
vision and loyalty, and receiving those enrichments which
come from the worship of God in such a fellowship.”
And so it has, thanks be to God.

The Chancel as it appeared before the reredos was replaced
with the dossal curtain.

Emmanuel instead moved the Altar out from the wall
thereby keeping the appearance of the Altar much the
same.

With the restoration of the wainscoting and other
woodwork in the church come a renewed interest in the
history of the building which will be a century old in 2021.
Mr. Howell Cross has been working for several weeks on
the wood in the chancel with the goal of repairing and
restoring rather than refinishing it. In other words, we want
the church to look like a hundred year old building that has
been loved and cared for, not renovated.
Of particular interest is the Altar. Made of strong oak, it
was originally attached to the wall. When so many Western
church renovated their chancels in order for the celebrant
to stand behind the Altar and face the congregation,
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On the top of the Altar, the “mensa,” there is a finely
wrought engraved piece of English quartz which has been
hidden under fabric for decades. Mr. Cross believes the
stone is most likely English and very old. It was hand cut
before electric machine tools. Hand carved into the stone
are five crosses called in French croix pattée alésée
arrondie, “footed cross.”
Only a bishop may consecrate an Altar and they were
generally made of stone. Altar stones such as the one on
Emmanuel’s Altar were sometimes blessed by bishops and
placed on wooden tables. The bread and wine are placed
on a “fair white linen” or corporal which is placed on the
stone for the prayer known as the Great Thanksgiving
when the Church remembers the mighty acts of God
culminating in the birth, death, resurrection, ascension,
and return of Jesus Christ.

Parish Life: Activities, Events, News
Teachable Moments
There is an ancient tradition of “Stripping the Altar” after the
Maundy Thursday liturgy. The ritual of removing everything
on and around the Altar before Good Friday is filled with
meaning but there is also a practical purpose to it. My
favorite professor in theology school said it gave the monks
a chance to give the church a good cleaning before Easter!
This year it happened that Mr. Howell Cross, who we have
contracted to restore the woodwork in the church, has been
working on the Altar during Lent. Father Joe pointed out that
it was good for the Altar to be uncovered when we gathered
on Sundays. The Altar is nearly a century old and over the
years had been moved from the wall, had Velcro strips glued
directly onto the wood, and even had thumbtack holes and
blocks of wood nailed to it! All that damage has been
repaired so that it is not only holy but is again a beautiful
table for the Lord’s Feast.
In addition to the Altar, the wainscoting, pulpit, lectern, and
chancel furnishing are being repaired and restored. You may
have noticed that the Sanctuary Lamp, also referred to as
the Presence Candle, has not been burning recently. The
lamp signals the presence of the Sacrament in the
Tabernacle, the wooden cabinet directly below the lamp.
Ordinarily the rector keeps a small container called a Pix in
the Tabernacle which contains a single piece of blessed
bread from the previous Sunday’s Eucharist so that anyone
wanting to pray in the Presence of the Sacrament may do
so. That practice will resume once the work is complete.
Meanwhile, there is always blessed Sacrament in the
Bledsoe Chapel.

Fr. Joe meets with the Youth Group to discuss baptism and the meaning
of sacraments.
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Parish Life: Activities, Events, News
Children’s Formation - Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
Emmanuel offers an internationally praised and recognized
program for children ages 3-12. Originally begun in Rome,
children from many cultures and socio-economic
backgrounds from around the world participate in this
method. The focus of the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
(or CGS), is the child’s relationship with God through Jesus.
Through the Holy Word, an environment of beautiful
images and sacred art work, as well as introductions to
liturgy and practice, children are drawn closer to God.
The CGS program has been a part of Emmanuel for 10
years. We have three atrium (or classrooms) where
children learn the Bible, and meditate on the Word of God.
They are places of celebration and formation.

The Messenger Page 6

Those who teach in the program can tell you of its value. As
Linda Riley observes, “I have seen CGS enhance the lives
of so many children. It has been a gift to me as well! The
training to be a catechist is amazing and has helped me to
grow. It is a true gift and pleasure to share the Good News
with Emmanuel’s young people each Sunday.”
Lynn Couch first started in the program for her own
children in order to provide spiritual guidance for them.
She points out that, “Now CGS has evolved into spiritual
fulfillment for me. It is a place to find peace and help the
children in our church develop a strong loving relationship
with God.”

Vestry
The February 15, 2018 Vestry meeting of Emmanuel Episcopal
Church was called to order with prayer at
5:30 pm.
Members present: Lark Adams, Jade Carson, Charlie Christ,
Pierce Elliott, Tom Rogers, Michael Webb, Richard Wolfe,
Audrey Zaidi, and Rector Joe Dunagan
Members absent: Maggie Green, Tom Hairston, Shawna
Knickerbocker, and Sharon Kyser
Guest: Greg Oakley
The minutes of the January 18, 2018 Vestry meeting were
unanimously approved.
Old Business:
 Woodwork Refinishing Project: Fr. Joe reported that, after
having been stored in the undercroft for many years, the
door from the chancel into the Christ the King Chapel has
been restored and re-hung. Refinishing of the door and all
other woodwork and furniture in the chancel is progressing
according to plan.
 Fr. Joe expressed his gratitude to Shannon Vance for
coordinating the Shrove Tuesday pancake supper event and
to Ann Oakley for coordinating youth volunteers for the event
which was hugely successful.
 Fr. Joe also noted that both Ash Wednesday services were
well attended. A record number of 45 communicants
attended the 12:15 pm service in the Bledsoe Chapel.
Rector’s Report:
 Fr. Joe announced that the 2018 Pledge Campaign has
yielded 66 pledges totaling $325,602.
 The vestry was reminded of the Lenten Soup Suppers and
encouraged to participate.
 Fr. Joe shared with the vestry that he plans to keep his
schedule clear, except for the Healing Eucharist on
Wednesday, the week before Holy Week (March 19-23).
 Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) has asked whether they could
meet at Emmanuel twice weekly. The rector asked the vestry
whether there were any concerns about hosting AA
meetings. No concerns were raised, and the vestry was
supportive of welcoming AA. AA will begin meeting at
Emmanuel on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 6:00 pm.
 Emmanuel’s Where the Spirit Is Moving series will continue
with a presentation by representatives from Healing Hands
on March 18 during the 9:30 am Formation hour.
 The rector reported that John Simpson is doing well in his
first year of seminary studies and presented a tuition
assistance form from the School of Theology for vestry’s
consideration. Action on the request for tuition assistance
was referred to the Finance Committee for consideration.
 Fr. Joe announced that his wife Kathy, who is also priest, has
accepted a call to be the rector of Grace Episcopal Church in
Radford, VA.
 Fr. Joe announced that Robert Rodgers informed him that
Robert had nominated Emmanuel for a historic preservation
award.

Director of Formation Ministries’ Report:
 Dr. Shannon Vance, Director of Formation Ministries,
reported on the following activities:
 Adult Formation – King University professor Dr. Craig
Streetman is currently leading a Sunday morning discussion
series on the history of religion. Shannon is researching
additional learning opportunities once Dr. Streetman’s
sessions are concluded.
 Youth Formation – Shannon meets regularly with Ann Oakley
to assist with planning youth outreach and fellowship
opportunities.
 Catechesis of the Good Shepherd – Shannon has met with
Emmanuel’s catechists to discuss program needs and is
working to facilitate the recruitment and training of
additional catechists.
 Lenten Soup Suppers
* Chris and Stephanie Yoder will present a program each
week on Music in Worship.
* Brian Knickerbocker will be preparing soup and salad for
the weekly Lenten Supper series.
* Nursery care and planned activities for children ages 3-12
will be available during the Lenten programs.
 Summer Formation Program – Sherri Hopkins has agreed to
lead a summer formation program for children ages 3-12.
Volunteers will be needed to assist Sherri.
 Lay Training Sessions
* A training session for acolytes is being planned in April.
* A training session for Lay Eucharistic Ministers will be
scheduled in the next 6-8 weeks.
Senior Warden’s Report:
 Senior Warden Michael Webb encouraged vestry members
to volunteer to help in the Soup Kitchen at The United
Company. Emmanuel commits to providing volunteer staffing
for this ministry on weekdays in March and October.
 Michael described to vestry a program being coordinated by
Deacon Preston Mitchell to provide a ride share ministry so
that families who live outside the area can visit family
members incarcerated in regional prisons. Michael
suggested that there may be opportunities for Emmanuel to
support and participate in this ministry.
 Michael encouraged vestry to elect/appoint delegates to
represent Emmanuel at Diocesan Council as soon as
possible so that delegates can also participate in
convocational meetings that precede annual council
meetings.
Junior Warden’s Report:
 Junior Warden Charlie Christ reported that he and the rector
had toured the church property and identified areas of
potential need for maintenance and/or improvement.
Particular areas considered are:
* Potential addition and/or upgrades to exterior lighting.
[Charlie Christ and Tom Rogers have scheduled a meeting
with Hutton Electric for further evaluation.]
* The retaining wall in the alley behind the kitchen continues
to move under pressure from ground water.
The Messenger Page 7

Vestry
* Landscaping, tree trimming, and minor repairs are needed
in the columbarium.
* Brush needs to be removed from the slope behind the
rear patio area.
 The Ladies of Emmanuel (LOE) have identified upgrades in
the Bledsoe Chapel as their next project. Replacement of
carpeting, refurbishment of the niche holding the Madonna
sculpture, and removal of a pew to improve handicapped
access are identified as needs to be addressed. LOE is
considering fund raising opportunities for this project.

Treasurer’s Report:
 Outgoing treasurer Greg Oakley presented the 2018
proposed budget for vestry approval. The draft budget was
previously reviewed by vestry and presented at the annual
congregational meeting in conjunction with the 2018 pledge
appeal. ACTION: Richard Wolfe made a motion to approve
the 2018 budget as presented. A second to the motion was
provided by Tom Rogers; the 2018 budget was unanimously
approved.
 Incoming treasurer Jade Carson recommended that vestry
consider having an external audit of finances performed
since only internal reviews have been completed for the past
3 years. Proposals from external auditing firms will be
pursued by Jade and Fr. Joe for further consideration by the
Finance Committee.

 The vestry appointed the vestry officers to be the 2018
Finance Committee. Committee members will be Senior
Warden Michael Webb, Junior Warden Charlie Christ,
Treasurer Jade Carson, Secretary Tom Rogers and Rector
Joe Dunagan (ex officio).
 Committee members agreed that the first meeting of the
Finance Committee will be held on March 10 at 10:30.
Stewardship Committee Report:
 Stewardship Committee member Tom Rogers reported that
in a recent meeting, the following initiatives were among
topics discussed:
* The committee recognizes that components of
stewardship are participation in ministry and regular
attendance at worship as well as financial support.
* The committee would like to encourage intentional year
round giving as well as income from annual pledge
commitments.
* Committee chairman Tom Hairston is committed to
leading an effort to raise awareness and planned giving
commitments for Emmanuel’s endowment funds.
* The committee plans to regularly publish articles in the
Messenger on topics related to stewardship.
With no further business to be considered, the meeting was
adjourned at 6:56 pm by the rector

Emmanuel in the Community
Where the Spirit is Moving:
A Forum on Christian Organizations in our Community
In forums sponsored by Emmanuel Cares, throughout the year we will highlight organizations
who are taking missional initiative to be the hands and feet of Christ.

April: Sunday the 29th

Because Emmanuel Cares Where the Holy Spirit is Moving, children in Bristol will have new shoes in
time for Easter. Because Emmanuel Cares where the Holy Spirit is moving, orphans in an Anglican
orphanage in Congo have a chance.
Emmanuel Cares is what we call Emmanuel’s ministry with and for the poor. We are always on the
lookout for people with real needs not being addressed by others and helping when we can. And we are
interested in other Christian ministries in the community both for inspiration and to help.
Formation Minister Shannon Vance and Shauna Nefos Webb, chair of Emmanuel Cares, are
coordinating an occasional series of programs during the formation hour on Sundays so we can learn
more about how we serve Christ when we join God’s holy mission wherever we can. We have already
heard about the excellent work of the YWCA, Serving Orphans Worldwide, and Healing Hands.
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Emmanuel in the Community

On Friday, May 18 and Saturday, May 19, there will be a unique gathering of people in Blountville, Tennessee.
They will come together to deal with one of the biggest social and economic issues facing our area: the opioid
addiction crisis. The Holy Friendship Summit, sponsored by the Duke Divinity School, will bring nationally
renowned speakers to address the crisis of pain and addiction, and to help our area face and overcome the
crisis in our communities.
*
*
*
*
*

Overdose deaths have passed automobile crashes as the leading cause of accidental death in the United
States.
The neonatal abstinence syndrome (NAS) rate in Northeast Tennessee is 10 times the national rate.
NAS is as high as 1 in 10 births in some local counties.
80 percent of crimes in Tennessee are related in some way to drugs (TBI statistics).
Virginia's governor has declared the opioid crisis a public health emergency.

Clergy, clinicians, and congregations are called to attend. We would love to have a strong showing from
Emmanuel. Please consider going to the events scheduled 9:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m. on Friday
and 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. on Saturday. You can attend all or just part of it. Please let Kristie, Father Joe, or
Shannon know if you are interested. To learn more go to www.holyfriendshipsummit.com.
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Liturgical Ministry
Sunday, April 1–Easter Sunday
Acts 10:34-43 or Isaiah 25:6-9; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11; or Acts 10:34-43; John 20:1-18 or
Mark 16:1-8; Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
8:00 a.m. Lector..................................................................................... Frank Goodpasture III
10:30 a.m. Lector ............................................................................................ Shannon Vance
Intercessor............................................................................................................... Bob Hardee
Lay Eucharistic Ministers............................................................ Shannon Vance, Chris Yoder
Ushers ..............................................................................Shauna Nefos-Webb, Michael Webb
Acolytes................................................................................... Hagan, Harper, Blaine, Graham
Sunday, April 8—The Second Sunday of Easter
Acts 4:32-35; 1 John 1:1-2:2; John 20:19-31; Psalm 133
8:00 a.m. Lector...................................................................................................... Scott Lamie
10:30 a.m. Lector ................................................................................................ Mark Morgan
Intercessor............................................................................................................ Sharon Kyser
Lay Eucharistic Ministers........................................................... Sharon Kyser, Michael Webb
Ushers ..................................................................................................... Gena and Ross Spires
Acolytes............................................................................................... Tucker, Ford, Josie, Lola
Sunday, April 15—The Third Sunday of Easter
Acts 3:12-19; 1 John 3:1-7; Luke 24:36b-48; Psalm 4
8:00 a.m. Lector...............................................................................................Dave Zochowski
10:30 a.m. Lector ...................................................................................................... Paul Pratt
Intercessor............................................................................................................ Walt Bressler
Lay Eucharistic Ministers.............................................................................Walt Bressler, TBD
Ushers .............................................................................................. Ruth King, Jane Bachman
Acolytes............................................................................................. Jack, Sosie, Lana, Amelia
Sunday, April 22—The Fourth Sunday of Easter
Acts 4:5-12; 1 John 3:16-24; John 10:11-18; Psalm 23
8:00 a.m. Lector................................................................................................................... TBD
10:30 a.m. Lector .......................................................................................... Sharon Eisenhart
Intercessor....................................................................................................Mary Beth Rainero
Lay Eucharistic Ministers..................................................... Jeremy McLaughlin, Daniel Shew
Ushers ............................................................... Shawna Knickerbocker, Brian Knickerbocker
Acolytes............................................................................................... Kira, Judson, Josie, Milly
Sunday, April 29–The Fifth Sunday of Easter
Acts 8:26-40; 1 John 4:7-21; John 15:1-8; Psalm 22:24-30
8:00 a.m. Lector................................................................................................................... TBD
10:30 a.m. Lector ................................................................................................ Tom Hairston
Intercessor.................................................................................................. Fred Knickerbocker
Lay Eucharistic Ministers...................................................Fred Knickerbocker, Tom Hairston
Ushers ...................................................................................................... Jan Bruce, Bob Bruce
Acolytes................................................................................... Hagan, Harper, Blaine, Graham
Sunday, May 6–The Sixth Sunday of Easter
Acts 10:44-48; 1 John 5:1-6; John 15:9-17; Psalm 98
8:00 a.m. Lector..................................................................................... Frank Goodpasture III
10:30 a.m. Lector ................................................................................................... Bob Hardee
Intercessor............................................................................................................ Mark Morgan
Lay Eucharistic Ministers................................................................Tom Rogers, Walt Bressler
Ushers ................................................................... Susan Knickerbocker, Fred Knickerbocker
Acolytes................................................................................................ Tucker, Ford, Julia, Lola
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April 2018 Parish Calendar
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MESSENGER

The deadline to submit information for the May 2018 Messenger is April 13. Please be prompt.

Emmanuel News
Texting Service
Would you like occasional reminders about
special holy services at Emmanuel? Notices
about changes in schedule? Then please sign
up for the Emmanuel News Texting Service.
This will be an efficient way for you to receive
important updates. You will not receive texts
often; this method of communication is meant to
remind or alert us about special events or
unexpected schedule modifications due to
weather. On your cell phone, text
@emnews to the number 810-10.

81010

Enter this number

@emnews

Text this message
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