
October is bookended with 
celebrations of the saints. The Feast 
Day of St. Francis on October 4th and 
the Feast of All Saints is November 
1st. I was recently in a conversation 
about whether a local church named 
for a saint should be, for example, St. 
Luke’s Church or St. Luke Church. In 
other words, does the naming of the 
parish for a saint mean that it is the 
saint’s church or is it simply a name? 

 
It is too easy to make this a right or wrong, one way or the other 
answer and, as usual, good Episcopalians disagree. Naming a 
church for a saint is an ancient practice which probably began as 
a Christian response to the pre-Christian practice of dedicating 
temples or communities to particular gods. Jupiter, for example, 
was the patron god of Rome. As Europe became Christian, 
communities would honor Christian saints and martyrs and, more 
than that, dedicate churches to them and ask those whose rest 
was won to intercede for Christians still on their spiritual 
pilgrimage.  
 
Speaking of pilgrimages, the practice of traveling to a shrine 
dedicated to one of the saints has been practiced by Christians for 
centuries. Emperor Constantine’s mother, Helena, traveled to the 
Holy Land in the fourth century and identified many locations 
believed to be the sites of various events in the life of Jesus. Many 
of us still travel to those places. Similarly, across Europe 
cathedrals attract pilgrims to pray where martyrs were buried or 
where relics are enshrined. 
 

So what do the saints mean to us, twenty-
first century Episcopalians? First, don’t dismiss too 
quickly the practices of earlier times as superstitious. My mother 
crocheted an afghan as a present for parents with a new baby. It 
must have been very special to them because eventually they had 
the afghan framed. I suppose it brings back memories of their little 
baby sleeping warm and peaceful. Why not be sentimental about 
things and places associated with great spiritual champions of our 
faith? Second, naming churches for saints or dedicating them to 
saints is a way of remembering the lives and witness of faithful 
Christians. So, whether it’s St. Luke’s Church or St. Luke Church, it 
makes sense that parishioners would know the traditions 
associated with Luke, especially the Gospel according to St. Luke 
and the Book of Acts.  
 
Francis of Assisi, as much as any historical figure, personifies the 
attributes of one who takes faith in Jesus as the single most 
important factor in defining who he or she is. For Francis, faith in 
Christ meant more than anything. Let us not forget the person, 
Francis, as we enjoy the blessing of our pets. And, let us not forget 
the great cloud of witnesses, including those important to us but 
not famous, as we prepare for the Feast of All Saints, an important 
day in the life of the Church too long been overshadowed by 
Halloween. 
 
Finally, may the remembrance of the saints serve to remind us 
that our memorials should be our influence on the lives of others. 
When our faith is incorporated into our lives and we share our 
spiritual gifts with others, our influence, as that of the saints 
before us, will endure for generations. 

 
See you Sunday if not before.  
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From The Rector 

MESSENGER 

 

11:00 am 
 

Blessing of the 
Animals 

 
Knickerbocker Farm 

11201 Oak Grove Rd. 
Bristol, VA 

St. Francis Day Activities 

Please join us as we celebrate the beauty of  
God’s earth at a special fundraiser performance 

for our animal friends 
 

 St. Francis Concert 
 

Saturday, October 3 at 7:00 p.m. at the church 
 

All donations raised go toward the  
Holly Help Fund 

  

 Musical selections from classical to pop   



SOCIAL CLUB now on TUESDAYS 
Tuesday, October 6, 6:00p.m. 
Join us for an evening of great food, 

bingo and prizes, and fellowship. 

Deacon’s Word 
The Rev. Preston Mitchell 
 

“The arc of the moral universe is 
long, but it leads toward justice”-
Martin Luther King Jr. 
 
Like many of you I was enthralled by 
the visit of Pope Francis to our 
country last week. While I did not sit 
glued to the television and hang on 
every word the pontiff said, there 
were enough moments that  

resonated with me. One of those moments was in his 
address to Congress when he noted his personal Mount 
Rushmore of Americans; Abraham Lincoln, Martin Luther 
King Jr., Dorothy Day, and Thomas Merton. 
 
For most of my generation I would argue that Martin King 
changed the way we viewed America more than any other 
person. And while there was much debate and much 
violence, justice prevailed. I think as we age (I am 
celebrating my 63rd birthday this month) and retire from our 
jobs the tendency is to look back on the “good old days” and 
lament about the changes that transpire in our lifetimes.  
Being a retired teacher I am often asked how students 
changed in my 39 years as an educator. Most are usually 
surprised when they hear me say that I think students have 
not changed that much, in fact I argue that we are reaching 
more students now than ever before. I truly subscribe that 
the arc leads to justice for all. 
 
When I say all I mean just that, all people regardless of 
color, gender, ethnicity, sexuality, socio-economic status, 

and religion. How moving to hear the pope begin his homily 
at St. Patrick’s Cathedral with a lamentation about the 
tragedy in Mecca earlier that day and prayers for those of a 
different faith. How refreshing to hear him ask United 
Nations staff personnel who are religious to please pray for 
him and for non-believers to wish him well. This is a man 
who conveys that inestimable love God has for all people. 
 
You may ask then what is the point of believing? I find the 
life of Thomas Merton to be an attempt to follow Christ. 
Merton was a seeker of God all of his life (he attended an 
Episcopal church for a time in New York) who became a 
Trappist monk in his late twenties and wrote several essays 
on contemplative prayer and social justice issues. He was 
also an early leader in interfaith movements, studying 
Eastern religions particularly Buddhism. One of his famous 
prayers says: 
 

My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going. 
I do not see the road ahead of me. I cannot 
know for certain where it will end. Nor do I 
really know myself, and the fact that I think I 
am following your will does not mean that I am 
actually doing so. But I believe that the desire 
to please you does in fact please you. And I 
hope that I will never do anything apart from 
that desire. And I know that if I do this you will 
lead me by the right road, though I may know 
nothing about it. Therefore will I trust you 
always though I may seem to be lost and in 
the shadow of death. I will not fear, for you are 
ever with me, and you will never leave me to 
face my perils alone. AMEN 

Thursday Liturgy and Young Adult Formation 
 

Everyone is welcome Thursday evenings at 6:00 p.m. 
for Holy Eucharist in the Bledsoe Chapel 

 

Followed by Young Adult Formation in the Parish Hall 
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 Parish Life: Activities, Events, News 



Supper Club 
Join hosts Elliott and Carl Moore for Supper Club on 
Sunday, October 18 at 6:00 pm  at their home, 485 Gentry 
Lane, Bristol, Tennessee. Please call Elliott and Carl prior to 
October 15 to coordinate your dish, 423-968-2791. 
Everyone is invited! 
 

Supper Club is sponsored by parishioners at their home or 
the Parish Hall of Emmanuel and is typically the third 
Sunday of the month. Hosts provide the main dish and 
attendees bring sides and desserts. If you would like more 

Looking Ahead 
 

October 
Soup Kitchen Month 

 
Saturday, October 3 

St. Francis Day Pet Blessing 
 

Wednesday, October 15, 5:00 p.m. 
Finance Committee 

 
Sunday, October 18  

after 10:30 a.m. service 
Sandwiches and Sundaes 

 
Sunday, October 18, 6:00 p.m. 

Supper Club (Hosted by the Moore’s) 
 

Monday, October 19, 5:15 p.m. 
Vestry 

 
Sunday, November 1 

All Saints “Feast on the Feast” Brunch 
 

Sunday, November 8, 9:45 a.m. 
Annual Meeting 

 
Wednesday, November 11, 5:00 p.m. 

Finance Committee 
 

Monday, November 16, 5:15 p.m. 
Vestry 

 
Wednesday, November 25–Friday, November 27 

Parish Office Closed for Thanksgiving 
 

Saturday, December 12 
Decorating of the Chrismon Tree 

 
Sunday, December 20, 9:45 a.m. 

Christmas Pageant Brunch 
 

Sunday, December 20 
during the 10:30 a.m. service 

Christmas Pageant 
 

Thursday, December 24, 5:00 p.m. 
Christmas Eve Service 

 
Thursday, December 24, 10:00 p.m. 

Christmas Eve Service 
 

Friday, December 25, 4:00 p.m.–7:00 p.m. 
34th Annual Community Christmas Dinner  

 
Tuesday, January 5 

Epiphany 

EMMANUEL 

Every Thursday we will gather at  
6:00 p.m. for Holy Eucharist in the  
Bledsoe Chapel followed by faith 

formation and a meal in the Parish Hall.  

Two of our youngest parishioners, Frank and Holston, in 
the nursery on a Sunday morning. The nursery opens at 
9:30 a.m. each Sunday. 
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BIRTHDAYS 
 2 Anita Makres 
 6 Larry Kuhnert 
 7 Joseph Slagle 
 8 Frank Winston III 
 10 Patty Mitchell 
  James Heath 
 11 Will King III 
 16 Corey Lavidner 
 17 Jim Hite, Reilly Vaughn 
 20 Lee Bud, Julia Callahan 
  Pam Rosenbalm 
 24 Stefanie Green 
 28 Charlie Christ 
  Hollie Lavinder 
 29 Cher Marshall 
 31 Barbara Sue Kurre 
  Preston Mitchell  
 

WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARIES 

 2  Lisa and Doug Mitchell 
 3 Mary and Tommy Curtin 
 9 Baja and Ellison Conrad 
  Joy and Guy Briggs 
 12 Diana and Johnny Fuller 
 31 Tineke and Bill Marburg 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Jim Barber, Ruby Barber, Sue 
Brickey, Barbara Bunn, Teresa 
Burkholder, Winifred 
Campbell, Ivy Daniels, Helyn 
Dougherty, Alva, Emma, Ann 
Gillenwater, Annette, Anina 
Haqq, Sharon Hatcher, James 
Heath, Tom Hurt, Tonia 
Johnson, James Johnson, 
Michael Johnston, Elder Jones, 
Bill Keith, Chris Mallin, Gayle 
Mallin, Jill Mendiljian, Claire 
Miller, Preston Mitchell, Dan 
Morgan, Rachael Morgan, 
Debbie Ring, Joyce Rodgers, 
Robert Rodgers, Denise Rowe, 
Sharon Slaughter, Anna Stuart, 
Nikki Guest Thomas, Carla 
Vaughn, Charlotte Vaughn, 
Reilly Vaughn, the families in 
Family Promise 
 
For the Deceased 
Thomas Basil Harter  
Emily Whitney Atkins Hubbard 

Deirdre Grogan 
Given by 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Rodgers 
Dr. and Mrs. Sarfraz Zaidi 

 

Thomas Basil Harter 
Given by 

Dr. and Mrs. Sarfraz Zaidi 
 

Brennan Hodges 
Given by 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Rodgers 
 

Emily Hubbard 
Given by 

Dr. and Mrs. Sarfraz Zaidi 
 

Louise Medley 
Given by 

Roger and Maryem Brewer 
Margaret and Gary Brown 

William Kirkland 
Neyla J. McKenzie 
Mrs. Judy Mitchell 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Rodgers, III 
Dr. and Mrs. Sarfraz Zaidi 

 

Jane Elzey Tayloe 
Given by 

Bettie Bragg 
 

Lamont Tidwell 
Given by 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Rogers, III 
Dr. and Mrs. Sarfraz Zaidi 

MEMORIAL GIFTS 
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The August 17, 2015 Vestry meeting of Emmanuel 
Episcopal Church was called to order at 5:15 p.m. 
 
Members present: Dan Bieger, Frank Goodpasture III, Fred 
Knickerbocker, Barbara Sue Kurre, Jeremy McLaughlin, 
Doug Mitchell, Greg Oakley, David Taverner, Debbie 
Tidwell, Barbara Walling. 
 
Members absent: Denise Rowe. 
  
Minutes of the July 2015 meeting were distributed. There 
were no corrections or additions. 

 
 Rector’s Report 
 Fr. Joe reported there were complaints about the 

prayers of the people, specifically the reading of 
names in the intercessions. After discussion, the 
consensus was the current practice should continue.  

 Midweek Eucharist and Youth Formation discussed 
during the July 2015 meeting will have to meet on 
Thursdays due to the number of people who sing in 
the choir and who want to attend Thursdays. 

 The Hallenbecks donated a piano (estimated value is 
$800) for the Bledsoe chapel. It will replace the old 
organ once it’s removed. 

 Fr. Joe reported the garden beds around the church 
were cleaned by someone who wanted to earn some 
money. She was paid by a parishioner. 

 
 Deacon’s Report 
 See attached. Discussion regarding donations for the 

Rhythm and Roots breakfast. Proceeds after 
expenses will benefit the Deacon’s discretionary 
fund. 

 
 Wardens’ Reports/Remarks 
 Senior Warden Report 
 Junior Warden Report 
 The new sanctuary lamp will be installed this week. 

The light fixture illuminating the painting in the parish 
hall will be repaired at the same time. 

 2015 year-to-date electrical expenses have been 
reduced by almost 20% from what was spent in 
2013 and 2014 by simply programming thermostats.  

 We are trying to find a contractor to make the 
planned improvements in the sidewalks at the James 
Street entrance.  

 The sign on Cumberland St. needs to be repaired. 
Greg Oakley will contact Strongwell to see if they are 
willing to assist in the repair. 

 

 Committee Reports 
 
 Old Business 
 We have several people volunteering for Food City 

Family Race Night on behalf of Family Promise. 
 Only 14 spaces left for Rhythm and Roots. 

 
 New Business 
 Fr Joe requested that the Vestry start thinking about 

candidates for 2016. Dan Bieger, Frank Goodpasture 
III, Denise Rowe and David Taverner will comprise the 
nominating committee as they are the members 
whose terms end this year. 

 Now that Fr. Joe has been here a year, a mutual 
ministry review needs to be completed. Fr. Joe plans 
to incorporate this into the Vestry retreat in January 
2016. 

 
 Treasurer’s Report 
 Financial reports attached. 
 By consensus, the vestry gave Bob Bruce permission 

to find a second bank that would take the balance of 
funds from TriSummit that are above FDIC 
provisions. 

 The Goode fund trust document is being called into 
question due to one of the recipients having 
dissolved. A provision of the fund states that when 
one entity ceases to exist, the funds roll to 
Emmanuel. Bob Bruce will be contracted at zero cost 
to work with Regions Bank to determine why those 
funds have not been sent to Emmanuel. 

 Fr. Joe discussed the budget process for 2016 and 
having stewardship as an ongoing process. Finance 
committee suggested the possibility of creating a 
budget based on history as opposed to requesting 
details from guilds and committees. The past 
problem with budget detail requests is not receiving 
the information back from the guilds or committees, 
but, they still needed funds.  

 The auditors are still working on the internal control 
and financial review. This is due to the diocese by the 
end of August. As soon as the review is received, a 
pdf of the findings will be sent to the Vestry via email. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 6:19 p.m. 
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SUNDAY SERVICES 
8 a.m. Rite I 

10:30 a.m. Rite II  
 

SUNDAY 
FAITH FORMATION 

9:15 a.m. Catechesis 
of the Good Shepherd 

 
9:30 a.m. 

Adult Forum (Library) 
 

WEDNESDAY  
SERVICE 

12:15 p.m. 
Holy Eucharist &  

Prayers for Healing 
Bledsoe Chapel 

 
CHOIR REHEARSAL 

7:00 p.m. 
Resumes September 2 

 
BIBLE STUDY 

10 a.m. 
Thursday 
2nd Floor 

Conf. Room 

NONPROFIT ORG 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
BRISTOL, VA 24201 

PERMIT NO. 19 Emmanuel Episcopal Church 
emmanuelbristol@gmail.com 
www.emmanuelbristol.org 
(276)669-9488 
700 Cumberland Street 
Bristol, VA 24201 

MESSENGER 
The deadline to submit information for the November 2015 Messenger is October 16. Please be prompt. 
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Sunday, October 11–20th Sunday after Pentecost 
Job 23:1–9, 16–17; Psalm 22:1–15; Hebrews 4:12–16; 
Mark 10:17–31 
 

8:00 a.m. Lector ................................... Harriett Harty 
10:30 a.m. LEM ......................................... Seth Allen 
Intercessor & Eucharistic Minister ............... Preston 
 Mitchell 
Ushers ........................... Melissa and David Taverner 
 
 

Sunday, October 25–22nd Sunday after Pentecost 
Proverbs 31:10–31; Psalm 1; James 3:—4:3, 7–8a;  
Mark 9:30–37 
 

8:00 a.m. Lector .............................. Dave Zochowski 
10:30 a.m. Lector .............................. Michael Webb 
Intercessor .......................................... Shawna Webb 
Eucharistic Ministers ....................... Preston Mitchell  
 and Tom Rogers 
Ushers .................... Denise Rowe and Maggie Green 

Sunday, October 18–21th Sunday after Pentecost 
Job 38:1–7, 34–41; Psalm 104:1–9, 25, 37b;  
Hebrews 5:1–10; Mark 10:35–45 
 

8:00 a.m. Lector ................................ David Taverner 
10:30 a.m. Lector  ................................. Daniel Shew 
Intercessor ................................... Mary Beth Rainero 
Eucharistic Ministers ............. Frank Goodpasture III  
 and Fred Knickerbocker 
Ushers ........................................ Nell and Dan Bieger 
 

Sunday, November 1–All Saints Day 
Wisdom of Solomon 3:1–9; Psalm 24;  
Revelation 21:1–6a; John11:32–44 
 

8:00 a.m. Lector ........................................ Seth Allen 
10:30 a.m. Lector  .................................. Janet Jayne 
Intercessor .............................................. Tom Rogers 
Eucharistic Ministers ........................... Walt Bressler 
 and Tom Rogers 
Ushers ............................................... Tina and Ed Hitt 

Sunday, November 8–27th Sunday after Pentecost 
Ruth 3:1–5, 4:13–17; Psalm 127; Hebrews 9:24–28; Mark 12:38–44 
8:00 a.m. Lector .......................................... Frank Goodpasture III 
10:30 a.m. Lector  ..................................................... Walt Bressler 
Intercessor ................................................................... Daniel Shew 
Eucharistic Ministers .............. Walt Bressler and Preston Mitchell 
Ushers ..........................................................Judy Mitchell and TBD 

Return Service Requested 


