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There was a movie starring Peter 
Sellers who played a simple minded 
gardener named Chance. This 
character had lived his entire life in the 
home of a wealthy man. His only 
education was what he learned from 
hours of watching television and all he 
knew to do was work in the garden of  

the estate. When his employer died, Chance became homeless. 
He happened to meet a wealthy businessman who thought 
Chance was a fellow upper-class business mogul. And so it is that 
Chance the gardener becomes Mr. Gardener and when he speaks 
of the only thing he knows, growing plants and pulling weeds, it is 
assumed he is speaking metaphorically. His advice is sought by 
powerful people because he listens and responds with what they 
believe is wise counsel in the form of a parable. The title of the 
move is Being There. 
 
I remember seeing the movie when I was studying for ordination. It 
made an impression. We all know the importance of being there 
and that decisions are made by those who show up. But have you 
ever considered the spiritual implications of being there? The Holy 

Spirit can and does speak to us in a 
variety of settings to be sure but God’s Word is not always 
a shout. It is often a still, small voice which we may not hear if we 
are not fully present, listening and available. That is why we begin 
most Sunday liturgies with a moment for the congregation to pray 
in silence before the celebrant collects those prayers with an 
intercession that God would “cleanse the thoughts of our hearts” 
so that we can truly be there, present and attentive, undistracted, 
and receptive to what God is saying to us as a congregation and 
as individual spiritual sojourners.  
 
Being there is important. For things spiritual, being present to God 
and with your sisters and brothers in Christ for the weekly 
gathering of the Church is important. It is in the discipline of 
routinely attending to the primary work of the people of God (that 
is what liturgy means) that creates in us new hearts, forms us into 
the messengers of God who tell our simple stories in response to 
overly complicated lifestyles. 
 
See you Sunday if not before. 

From The Rector 

MESSENGER 

New Staff Position 
In response to concerns expressed by many in the congregation, the vestry has carefully considered how to 
best provide ministries for all age groups at Emmanuel. Of particular concern is that we have programs in 
place to ensure that Emmanuel is a spiritual home for our teens. The vestry is also aware of the great 
increase of younger adults and young families who are now a part of Emmanuel. After careful consideration 
and prayer, the vestry has budgeted for and authorized the Rector to call a Director of Formation Ministries.  
 
This individual’s first priority will be youth ministry and will have both experience with youth ministry as well as 
demonstrated leadership in this area. The second focus and priority will be incorporating young adults and 
new families into the life of the parish through support and participation in young adult ministries and 
activities. Remaining time and energy will be devoted to improving our social media presence and digital 
communication, liturgy, and pastoral care. 
 
A candidate has been identified and an announcement will be made soon. 
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Deacon’s Word 
The Rev. Preston Mitchell 
 

During the month of October we have 
been following the story of Jesus and 
his journey from Galilee to 
Jerusalem. During this time Jesus 
teaches the disciples and the others 
who are following along what it 
means to be his disciple. Sunday the 
25th, Father Joe wrote in The Pew 
about the Young Adults Formation  

Ministry on Thursday night. Its purpose he said is to form 
disciples for Christ. We read, we learn, we pray, we worship 
in this beautiful, holy space at Emmanuel and we are 
formed as His disciples. 
 
And then what? We spread the gospel of Christ's love with 
the world. For some that is sometimes a difficult mission, 
not that we don't want to spread Christ's love, but how do 
we. One of those ways is through Faith In Action, an 
ecumenical organization seeking to help those people in our 
community who are in need. They do this by providing free 
counseling services, food vouchers, and financial help every 
six months. Emmanuel and over forty churches in the 

Greater Bristol area combine their resources to provide help. 
The bulk of the administrative work is provided by 
volunteers.  
 
One of the agency's needs is Personal Care Kits. These are 
items that one cannot purchase with food stamps. Last year 
during the month of November our church collected 105 of 
these kits. This November we are again putting together 
these kits in five gallon zip lock bags. The church will provide 
the bags with a list of the items to be collected. The items 
are: 

1 14.5 ounce Shampoo 
1 Bar Soap 
1 6 ounce Toothpaste 
1 Toothbrush 
1 Wash cloth 
1 Deodorant 
1 Razor 
1 Shaving cream (men) 
1 Lotion 

 
You can pick up your bags in the parish hall. We will be 
collecting the bags through the month. Thank you for this 
effort in bringing help to those in need in the name of Christ.  

Congratulations to Jonathan Harden 

 Parish Life: Activities, Events, News 



Looking Ahead 

Sunday, November 1 
All Saints “Feast on the Feast” Brunch 

 

Tuesday, November 3, 6:00 p.m.–Social Club 
 

Sunday, November 8, 9:45 a.m. 
Annual Meeting 

 

Wednesday, November 11, 5:00 p.m. 
Finance Committee 

 

Monday, November 16, 5:15 p.m.–Vestry 
 

Wednesday, November 25–Friday, November 27 
Parish Office Closed 

 

Tuesday, December 2, 6:00 p.m.–Social Club 
 

Saturday, December 12 
Decorating of the Chrismon Tree 

 

Sunday, December 20, 9:45 a.m. 
Children’s Pageant Brunch 

 

Sunday, December 20 during the 10:30 a.m. service 
Children’s Pageant 

 
Monday, December 21, 5:15 p.m.– Vestry 

 

Tuesday, December 22–Friday, December 25 
Parish Office Closed 

 

Thursday, December 24, 5:00 p.m. 
Christmas Eve Service 

 

Thursday, December 24, 10:00 p.m. 
Christmas Eve Service 

 

Friday, December 25, 4:00 p.m.–7:00 p.m. 
34th Annual Community Christmas Dinner  

 

Tuesday, January 5–Epiphany 
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EMMANUEL 

Every Thursday we will gather at  
6:00 p.m. for Holy Eucharist in the  
Bledsoe Chapel followed by faith 

formation and a meal in the Parish Hall.  

Boys Home Christmas 
Sponsorship 
Christmas will soon be here. The boys at Boys Home will 
need sponsors to provide gifts for them. This year we are 
making a church-wide appeal for the boys. If you would like 
to help with this project, please submit a check made 
payable to Emmanuel with a note in the memo line for 
“Boys Home Christmas Sponsorship.” Donations must be 
submitted by Sunday , November 15. Thank you, in 
advance,  for your contributions, 
 
Judy Mitchell 
Boys Home Coordinator 
 

Family Promise Host Week 
December 2027 
Emmanuel’s next host week for the Family Promise 
program is December 2027. It takes many people to make 
the week a success, so please consider helping. There is a 
sign-up sheet on the wall in the Parish Hall. Add your name 
in any of the blank spaces! Or, if you prefer, you may 
contact the Parish Office 276-669-9488 or 
emmanuelbristol@gmail.com  
 

35TH Annual Christmas dinner 
Preparations for the 35th Annual Christmas Dinner are well 
underway! We anticipate another large turnout this year, 
and we need your help. For many of you, this is an annual 
tradition, and we look forward to your support again this 
year. For others, this may be your first experience with our 
Christmas Dinner, and we hope it leaves the same kind of 
positive lasting impression on you as it has on many others 
over the years. 
 
The Emmanuel Christmas Day Dinner will be Friday, 
December 25, from 4:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. We ask all 
parishioners to provide the following prior to the dinner: 
 
Desserts that do not require refrigeration  
Gifts for children ages 0-12. Please wrap with a tag 

denoting if the gift is for a boy or girl and the appropriate 
age range. 

 
We have numerous other assignments. You are welcome to 
participate in one or more of these activities, which may 
take place before, during, or after the dinner on Christmas 
Day. We also need people to answer the telephone, 
distribute children’s gifts, serve eggnog, and wash dishes. 
Please contact the Parish Office 276-669-9488 or 
emmanuelbristol@gmail.com.  

Parish Life: Activities, Events, News 
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BIRTHDAYS 
 9 Hilary Hurst 
 10 Caroline Mitchell  
  Greg Roberts 
 11 Kim Heath 
  David Taverner 
 12 Emily Kirkpatrick 
 14 Jenna Fuller 
  Jud Powers 
 15 David Haynes 
 16 Fred Knickerbocker 
  Elayna Makres 
  Ginny Rogers 
 17 Jackie Fuller 
  Ronnie Gentry 
  Zane Myers 
 18 Rene Rodgers 
  Lilley Sullivan 
 21 Ann Oakley 
 25 Richard Horner 
 27 Carolyn Haynes 
 30 Fran Combs 
 

WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARIES 

 9 Pam &Dan Rosembalm 
  Valerie & Dave Zochowski 
 13 Edie & Jason Cannon 
 20 John & Harriett Harty 
 29 Elliott & Carl Moore 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Jim Barber, Ruby Barber, Sue 
Brickey, Barbara Bunn, Teresa 
Burkholder, Winifred 
Campbell, Ivy Daniels, Helyn 
Dougherty, Alva, Emma, Ann 
Gillenwater, Annette, Anina 
Haqq, Sharon Hatcher, James 
Heath, Tom Hurt, Tonia 
Johnson, James Johnson, 
Michael Johnston, Bill Keith, 
Chris Mallin, Gayle Mallin, Jim 
McGlothlin, Jill Mendiljian, 
Claire Miller, Dan Morgan, 
Rachael Morgan, Joyce 
Rodgers, Robert Rodgers, 
Denise Rowe, Sharon 
Slaughter, Anna Stuart, Carla 
Vaughn, Charlotte Vaughn, 
Reilly Vaughn, and the families 
in Family Promise.  
For the Deceased 
Elder Jones, Debbie Ring 

Alice Bieger 
Given by 

Ronan King, Shamas Dougherty,  
Moseley & Cody Snyder 

 
 
 

Louise Medley 
Given by 

Sharon Penny 

Thomas Basil Harter 
Given by 

Mrs. Margaret Kearfott 
Dr. & Mrs. Joe Kurre 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Emily Hubbard 
Given by 

Jane Bachman 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward H. Crump, III 

Lucyann Jewell 
Mr. & Mrs. John Tickle 

 

James Tayloe 
Given by 

Bettie Bragg 

MEMORIAL GIFTS 
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Our Annual Parish Meeting will be on Sunday, November 8, beginning at 9:15am. The Vestry will provide bagels, fruit and 
drinks. 
 
Our Church Vestry is comprised of twelve confirmed church members, each serving a three-year term. Four members 
rotate off and four new members are elected each year. During the meeting we will actually elect five new Vestry members 
– the fifth member will fill an unexpired term for a period of one year.  
 
Those eligible to vote in the election are confirmed communicants or adult baptized members belonging to the parish, who 
for three months preceding have been regular worshipers in the parish and regular contributors to its financial support by 
pledge, subscription, or some other method by which they shall be known to the treasurer. If you are not able to attend the 
meeting absentee ballots are available from the parish office (not by email) beginning Monday, November 2 and must be 
returned no later than 5:00 pm, Friday, November 6. 
 
To be included on the ballot, candidate names must be received by 5:00 pm on Thursday, October 29. Please speak with 
any member of the Nominating Committee (Dan Bieger, David Taverner, Denise Rowe, Frank Goodpasture) if you are 
interested in being nominated for one of these leadership positions. Additional qualified persons may be nominated from 
the floor at the parish meeting. 
 
Listed below are the current Vestry nominees: 

 Vestry Nominees 
Walt Bressler 
I was raised in the Episcopal Church in 
Memphis at Grace Saint Luke’s and 
Calvary. 
 
I am a lawyer practicing in Bristol, 
Virginia and the region since 1973. I 
practiced full time from 1973 until April 
1, 2015 and am semi-retired, taking a 
few cases since that date. 
 
I have two grown sons: Matthew and 
Rob Bressler who live in South Carolina 
and North Carolina. 

 
I have been a communicant of Emmanuel since early 1968, 
although I was absent from Bristol for 2 ½ years in the early 
70’s while in law school. I have been a lay reader since 
1968 and a Eucharistic Minister since 1973. That ministry 
has been very important to me spiritually, and I hope 
helpful to the church’s liturgical life. 
 
I have served two terms on the Vestry and was honored to 
have been elected Senior Warden on one occasion. 
 
I am very excited about the current position of Emmanuel. 
We are again a growing congregation and have more than 
enough ministries to accommodate all that seek an active 
ministry to broaden their own spiritual growth and carry out 
the work that we are called to do. We have an experienced 
family congregation to carry out our work and receive 
warmly newcomers to our family to broaden our reach.  
 

I am honored that the nominating committee asked me to 
permit them to put my name in nomination. If you find me 
worthy of election, I will do my very best to be of aid to the 
Vestry and congregation in our mutual growth in Christ. 
 

Maggie Green 
I grew up in the Episcopal Church 
in Michigan. When Steve and I 
moved our family to Bristol we 
attended St. Columba's before 
transferring to Emmanuel about 
15 years ago. I am a retired 
teacher from the Bristol TN City 
School System, where I still work 
part time as a Curriculum 
planning coach.  
 

I am active in Altar guild, Social Club, Pilates, and have 
helped with Family Promise most times. I see a huge need 
in our church for an organized youth program for our older 
children and hope that is first on the agenda. This is the 
one area in Christian Ed that is lacking at the moment.  
 
I feel I can offer an honest and open opinion in matters 
concerning the church.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vestry nominees continued on the next page. 
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 Vestry Nominees 
Tom Hairston 
I was born in Bristol, Virginia on 
January 4th, 1951 and have been a 
lifelong member of Emmanuel. My 
wife, JoAnne, and I reside in 
Washington County, Virginia and 
have 4 children between us: Mastin 
Simmons and wife Melissa of 
Abingdon, Amanda Hairston and 
grandson Holden of Bristol, Lindsey 
Ratliff and husband Dane of Bristol 
and Stephanie Hairston of Madison, 
Wisconsin. In November of 2014 I 
retired as president of Holston Valley 

Distributing Co., Inc., a wholesale beer and wine distributor 
founded by my father in 1946, and the business was sold. 
My interests are in music, wine and science. 
 
I have served Emmanuel in many capacities over the years 
as an acolyte, as a Eucharistic minister and lay reader. I 
have also served on the Vestry twice before: once just 
three years ago and once in the late 1980’s. During that 
time I was junior and then senior warden. As a junior 
acolyte, I was present when the corner stone was laid in 
the parish hall in 1960. Currently I serve on the finance 
and endowment committees. 
 
I believe that we are entering a time in which we have the 
opportunity to expand, strengthen and enhance Emmanuel 
so as to leave it renewed for generations of parishioners to 
come.  
 

Jon Harden 
I am a cradle Episcopalian 
from North Carolina who 
moved to Bristol and began 
worshiping at Emmanuel in 
1992.  
 
I am the father of two children: 
Jonathan, a high school senior 
and Sadie, a junior. 
 
I have served on serval vestries 

including the the Bunn, Mills, Fuller tenures as well as 
Treasurer for a term and as moderator of the “Reel 
Theology” study group. I have been a search committee 
member. 
 
As a person with a background in finance and real estate I 
think I could assist providing the upkeep and improvement 
of our sacred, architecturally significant sanctuary. 
 

I would like to see us reestablish our annual “Parish Family 
Weekend” at Kanuga, strengthen our youth programs for 
those in middle and high school, and strengthen our 
Endowment fund. 
 

Richard Horner 
Married 44 years to Peggy 
(don’t you love it when people 
say married to my wife, who 
else would I be married to) . 
We have two son’s Cary in 
Murfreesboro, Tn. And Brent 
in Charleston, SC. I have been 
a member of Emmanuel for 
68 years, 69 next month. I 
was church treasurer for 
about 10 years and have 

been on several vestries.  
 
I think the biggest challenge for Emmanuel is active 
membership. Second challenge is the expense of 
maintaining a large older church. 
 
I don’t have a particular preference as to where I could 
help.  
My strengths are my past experience and involvement with 
the church.  
 

Janet Jayne 
Larry and I began worshiping 
at Emmanuel in 2003, and we 
were confirmed by Bishop 
Light in 2005. We deeply value 
being Episcopalian and we 
treasure being members of 
Emmanuel Episcopal Church.  
 
Over the years, I’ve been 
involved in several ministries 
including Ladies of the Evening  
and the Choir. I’m an alternate 

delegate to our Diocesan Council. I previously served on 
the Vestry (2010 - 2012) and was Secretary all three years. 
I was a member of the Discernment Committee that was 
tasked with calling our Priest Joe Dunagan. These have 
been time-consuming and often challenging ministries, and 
it has been my privilege to have served with the time and 
talents I can offer.  
 
Our Church is dynamic, and I’m delighted to see that there 
is much enthusiasm and great energy! We’re expanding 
our ministries to and for new members and young people, 
and we need to continue to value and serve our other 
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Vestry Nominees 
members, too. Also, we’re always challenged to address 
the financial needs of the Church - the building itself as 
well as the things that go on here. Finding funding for both 
building maintenance and spiritual growth will be 
extremely important, and the Vestry will need to actively 
implement solid plans for stewardship and financial 
development. I am eager to help and offer lay leadership in 
these areas. 
 
Among my greatest hopes for our Church is that we 
continue to recognize and be grateful for the bonds we 
form as a Church Family. We are a diverse group of people 
who are bound to one another by a common dedication to 
a spiritual faith and tradition, and as our lives unfold 
together, may we be blessed by God’s grace to us and us  
 

Sharon Kyser 
My name is Sharon Kyser, and I 
am a relative newcomer to 
Emmanuel. However, from the 
first Sunday I attended service, 
I knew this was where I 
belonged. Everyone I met was 
warm and gracious, and 
immediately began to invite me 
to participate in various 
activities. I have been blessed 
to be part of the choir; we are 
fortunate to have Stephanie as 

organist and choirmaster.  
 
I grew up Southern Baptist, the youngest of six children. My 
parents were always active in the church and made sure 
we were, as well. My Father was ordained to the ministry 
many years ago and continues to serve as pastor. I found 
my home in the Episcopal Church nearly thirty years ago. 
My late husband and I spent a number of years at St. 
Mary’s Cathedral in Memphis, serving in various ministries. 
Emmanuel reminds me of St. Mary’s in the way that we 
reach out to our community and seek ways to support their 
needs. Areas of concern to me are the pervasive poverty, 
and resultant hunger and homelessness, of many 
residents of the area. Through my involvement with 
community outreach at BVU, I have been made aware of 
the number of children in our area that go to school hungry 
every day. Is there an opportunity for Emmanuel to meet 
some of that need? I would like to explore those options. 
 
I am, by trade, a marketing professional, which means 
skills in wordsmithing and creative concepts, as well as 
budgeting and managing a team—all those handy 
marketing and administrative skills. But the most 
important thing I bring is heart. Emmanuel is my home 
now. I am proud of the work we are doing, and the 
programs we are putting in place to assure Emmanuel will 

be viable in the future. I am grateful to the Vestry for their 
leadership and vision, and am honored to be considered 
as a nominee. 
 

Tom Rogers 
Tom Rogers has been a 
member of Emmanuel church 
for more than 40 years. He is a 
licensed Lay Eucharistic 
Minister, and he and his wife 
Beth sing in the choir. Tom is 
particularly interested in 
worship and liturgy. He is 
currently a member of the 
Finance Committee. Tom has 
been elected to three prior  
terms on the vestry. He served 

as senior warden in 2006. He has also previously held the 
positions of junior warden and secretary to the vestry. 
 
Tom and Beth have two married daughters, Anita Makres 
and Susan McLean; they are known as Mimi and Poppy to 
granddaughters Elayna Grace Makres and Josie Kate 
Makres. Tom is a retired pharmaceuticals industry 
executive. 
 

Michael 
Webb 
The opportunity to serve 
on the Vestry of this 
great church is one that I 
take very seriously. We 
have a wonderful 
congregation, clergy, and 
ministries. I believe 
Emmanuel is special 
place full of special 

people. Thank you for the opportunity to introduce myself. I 
was born in Fort Hood, TX and raised in Mount Airy, NC. I 
came to Bristol in 2004 as a bright eyed freshman at King 
University. I quickly found out this corner of Tennessee was 
going to be my home for a long time. I did not come to King 
because of its profound Christian heritage; however I soon 
developed a deep and meaningful faith, which engaged my 
intellect and my heart. I graduated from King University in 
2008 with degrees in Political Science and History. God 
lead me to serve His kingdom through a career in higher 
education, and I returned to work at King University in 
2010. I currently serve as the Director of Alumni Relations 
at King University. 
 
 
 

Vestry nominees continued on the next page. 



 Vestry Nominees 
My wife, Shauna, and I are newer to the Emmanuel family. 
We have been welcomed into this community and we a 
proud to call Emmanuel home. Emmanuel is not only a 
place of worship, but also a place of inclusive love, where 
every person is seen as being made in the image of God. 
We, as members of Emmanuel, must never forget that 
continual work of being more like Christ. The ministries that 
we provide allow us to show the eternal love and grace that 
God provides to us. The Family Promise ministry is one that 
really inspires me. This program allows us to serve a needy 
family from our region while also providing us the 
opportunity to show God’s love even in times of 
desperation. Additionally, opportunities to deepen our 
relationship with each other, such as supper club and the 
Thursday evening young adult formation foster growth and 
connection within the Emmanuel community.  
 
In his book, Crazy Christians, Presiding Bishop-elect Michael 
Curry addresses many challenges facing the Episcopal 
Church as a whole. One in particular is a challenge that I 
think we will continue to address in our community. This is 
the challenge of continuing to push for deeper unity and 
embracing genuine diversity, not only within Emmanuel, but 
also within the region that we live. We must remember that 
Colossians 3 13:14 thought us to “bear with each other and 
forgive whatever grievances you have against one another. 
Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues 
put on love, which bind them all together in perfect unity.” 
Let’s bind together in love and show God’s love to everyone. 
  
I believe that my skills and experiences will be a benefit to 
our Church as we continue to grow together. I offer creative 
and resourceful problem-solving skills. Additionally, my 
open personality as well as my experience in fundraising, 
strategic planning, event planning and my connections 
within Bristol would serve the Vestry and Emmanuel 
community. I am passionate about how our faith interacts 
within our culture through learning and dialogue. I am 
committed to being a good steward of God’s bounty to us as 
a parish. My background in business and education would 
provide an innovative energy to the Vestry. I thank you for 
the opportunity to serve you and our mission of Emmanuel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Audrey Zaidi 
 
My name is Audrey Zaidi. I was 
born and grew up in Northern 
Ireland. In 1973 my husband, a 
physician, our son, and I came 
to the United States, and have 
lived in Bristol since 1976. We 
have two children, and four 
grand children. They have been 
baptized, confirmed, and 
married ( as appropriate!) in 
The Episcopal Church. Our son, 
lives with his wife and two  

children in Bristol, and our daughter, lives in Toronto, ON 
with her husband and two children.  
 
I grew up attending both the Methodist church, and the 
Church of Ireland. I first attended Emmanuel approximately 
thirty years ago, and immediately felt that I had found my 
spiritual home. I fell in love with the dark stone and wood 
nave, and the people were friendly and inviting. I have 
served on the Vestry at least twice, and have also served as 
Senior Warden. 
 
In the not too distant past I have felt that the main 
challenge that would be facing us would be an aging 
congregation, but having said that I am very pleased to see 
many new members, as well as teens, and younger children 
of all ages. The Catechesis program is excellent, but a 
vibrant youth program is essential, and it seems that we are 
already addressing this issue. Our musical programs are 
wonderful, but we should do more to advertise them, so as 
to attract a larger and broader audience. I feel that I don't 
know the names of many of our new people, and although I 
make a point of welcoming them, I think that we should 
sometimes get together socially. Perhaps we could meet 
one evening in the parish hall, and try to get to know each 
other better. 
 
Emmanuel does a wonderful job with outreach programs, 
thanks to many willing volunteers. I hope that I will be able 
to become more involved myself in the coming months. 
 
We have been extremely fortunate in our choice of priest 
and deacon, and with God's help I see Emmanuel become 
the growing, welcoming church that we all believe it is, and 
will continue to be to each other.  
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Vestry Minutes 
The September 21, 2015 Vestry meeting of Emmanuel 
Episcopal Church was called to order at 5:15 p.m. 
 

Members present: Fred Knickerbocker, Debbie Tidwell, 
Barbara Sue Kurre, Barbara Walling, David Taverner, Greg 
Oakley, Denise Rowe, Doug Mitchell. 
 

Members absent: .Dan Bieger, Frank Goodpasture III, Jeremy 
McLaughlin 
 

Guest: Linda Riley 
 

Minutes of the August 2015 meeting were distributed. There 
were no corrections or additions. 
 

Rector’s Report 
Midweek Eucharist and Formation is off and running. 

Attendance has been good. The meal and faith formation 
has outgrown the conference room and requires using the 
Parish Hall and Library. Music will be integrated into the 
service going forward. 

August average attendance was 70 per Sunday. Three 
weeks into September the average Sunday total is 102. 

Fr. Joe will be attending a diocesan event October 8-9th 
(Thursday gathering will be Evening Prayers led by Chris 
Yoder). Fr. Joe will be at Kanuga October 23-24th. He plans 
to go to Georgia at some point during the month to visit his 
mother.  

St. Francis Feast Day activities – Saturday, October, 3rd, the 
Knickerbockers will again host the blessing of the animals 
at their farm. That same evening at seven, there will be a 
concert in the nave benefiting the Holly Help Fund. 

The nursery is now being staffed by Kristie Fayler and Don 
McElheny. 

Family Promise (Host week: October 4-11) and we still need 
overnight hosts. Linda Riley has been coordinating Family 
Promise for several months but will not after this host week. 
Fr. Joe has asked that the Vestry prayerfully consider Family 
Promise at Emmanuel. 

Plan for Nominating/Budget/Planning Cycle–The fiscal year, 
by canon, follows a calendar year. The liturgical calendar 
begins anew at Advent. The program year starts late 
August, early September. Meshing or aligning these three 
cycles is a challenge. The rector recommends a late fall 
orientation and planning day with the current vestry and 
members-elect for the coming year. The two goals of that 
day would be to establish a fairly detailed calendar of 
events for 2016 and to reflect and strategize on the 
effectiveness of our various ministries at Emmanuel. Canon 
Kathy Dunagan is a possible leader for this event. 

The new custodians are doing a very good job cleaning the 
building but there have been some supervision issues 
which have been addressed. These relate to pay periods, 
time sheets, and general expectations. 

There are still openings for the Soup Kitchen. 
 

Deacon’s Report is attached. 
 

Senior Warden Report 
Still need nursery for Thursday 
Younger adults have requested that we have the ability to 

take credit cards for the offering. 
 

Committee Reports 
Bob Bruce presented the 2014 audit (see attached). 

One concern is that there are not enough people involved in 
the financial process to be able to implement strict policies. 
He suggested that a new treasurer be appointed and 
shadow him so that he may then move into other aspects of 
the financials to comply with stricter regulations. 

The 2014 audit report was unanimously accepted by the 
vestry and approved to be sent to the diocese. 

 

Old Business 
Burwill will provide a quote for repairing the sidewalks. 
 

New Business  
The Christmas Dinner needs a new coordinator or 

coordinators.  
Linda Riley spoke to the Vestry regarding teen ministries. 

She stated that the teens of the church have no formal 
religious education platform. The parents feel that after 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd the kids “fall off a cliff” 
with their religious education. None of the Catechists feel 
they have the time to give to a teen program because they 
are busy with the atria. There is a feeling our teens are 
being let down by the church. The catechists have told 
Linda that if we had someone on staff to focus on this, a 
great deal of the angst would be eliminated. In conclusion 
the two major issues Linda presented to the Vestry are 1) 
wanting a Sunday faith formation program for teens and 2) 
funding a staff position. 

Fr. Joe has spoken to Don Hudson about internships for 
King students majoring Christian Education but there are 
few of them, they tend to be Presbyterian, and would only 
be available for short periods. Ideally, Fr. Joe would like to 
have a curate, or someone who is discerning the deaconate 
or priesthood. 

There are plans to encourage and help fund Curates in the 
diocese. These are transitional deacons who graduate from 
seminary and would benefit from the mentorship of a 
rector. That will not be an option for another couple of 
years. 

There was discussion about funding a staff position to focus 
on youth and, since that would not be enough for a full time 
position, the second focus would be younger adults and 
college students, followed by communication, pastoral care, 
and liturgical duties.  

Various ideas were discussed regarding the implementation 
of a teen program including hiring someone to lead the faith 
formation process. The Vestry requested that Fr. Joe begin 
exploring possibilities and call a meeting of the vestry as 
indicated. It was agreed that vestry members would be 
present each Sunday through the end of November at least, 
to facilitate youth ministry during the Sunday School hour. 
Doug Mitchell and Barbara Sue Kurre volunteered for 
Sunday, September 27. Debbie Tidwell and Greg Oakley 
volunteered for Sunday, October 4. David Taverner and 
Denise Rowe volunteered for Sunday, October 11. Barbara 
Walling and Doug Mitchell volunteered for Sunday, October 
18. Greg Oakley and Barbara Sue Kurre volunteered for 
Sunday, October 25. 

 

Treasurer’s Report – Bob Bruce presented the August 2015 
financial statements (attached). 

 

Prayer/Adjournment 
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SUNDAY SERVICES 
8 a.m. Rite I 

10:30 a.m. Rite II  
 

SUNDAY 
FAITH FORMATION 

9:15 a.m. Catechesis 
of the Good Shepherd 

 

Youth Formation 
 

9:30 a.m. 
Adult Forum (Library) 

 
WEDNESDAY  

SERVICE 
12:15 p.m. 

Holy Eucharist &  
Prayers for Healing 

Bledsoe Chapel 
 

CHOIR REHEARSAL 
Thursday 7:00 p.m. 

 
THURSDAY  

EUCHARIST & YAF 
6 p.m. Bledsoe Chapel 

6:45 p.m. YAF  
 

BIBLE STUDY 
10 a.m. 

Thursday 
Conf. Room 

NONPROFIT ORG 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
BRISTOL, VA 24201 

PERMIT NO. 19 Emmanuel Episcopal Church 
emmanuelbristol@gmail.com 
www.emmanuelbristol.org 
(276)669-9488 
700 Cumberland Street 
Bristol, VA 24201 

MESSENGER 
The deadline to submit information for the December 2015 Messenger is November 13. Please be prompt. 

The Messenger Page 10  

Sunday, November 1–All Saints Day 
Isaiah 25:6–9; Psalm 24;  
Revelation 21:1–6a; John11:32–44 
 

8:00 a.m. Lector .................................. Seth Allen 
10:30 a.m. Lector  .......................... Sharon Kyser 
Intercessor ................................... David Taverner 
Eucharistic Ministers ................... David Taverner 
 & Chris Yoder 
Ushers ...................................... Nell & Dan Bieger 
 
Sunday, November 15–25th Sunday after Pentecost 
1 Samuel 1:4–20; Canticle The Song of Hannah; 
Hebrews 10:11–25; Mark 13:1–8 
 

8:00 a.m. Lector ................... Fred Knickerbocker 
10:30 a.m. Lector  ............................ Bob Hardee 
Intercessor ........................................... Seth Allen 
Eucharistic Ministers ... Seth Allen & Tom Rogers 
Ushers .................................... Linda & Mike Riley 

Sunday, November 8–24th Sunday after Pentecost 
Ruth 3:1–5, 4:13–17; Psalm 127; Hebrews 9:24–28; 
Mark 12:38–44 
8:00 a.m. Lector ............... Frank Goodpasture III 
10:30 a.m. Lector  .......................... Walt Bressler 
Intercessor ....................................... Daniel Shew 
Eucharistic Minister ........................ Walt Bressler 
Ushers ................................... Judy Mitchell & TBD 
 
 

Sunday, November 22–Christ the King 
2 Samuel 23:1–7; Psalm 132:1–19;  
Revelation 1:4b–8; John 19:33–37 
 

8:00 a.m. Lector .................................. John Harty 
10:30 a.m. Lector  .......................... Tom Hairston 
Intercessor .................................... Michael Webb 
Eucharistic Minister ........................ Tom Hairston 
Ushers ......................................... Jan & Bob Bruce 

Sunday, November 29–First Sunday of Advent 
Jeremiah 33:14–16; Psalm 25: 1–9; 1  
Thessalonians 3:9–13; Luke 21:25–36 
8:00 a.m. Lector ............................... David Taverner 
10:30 a.m. Lector  .................................. Greg Oakley 
Intercessor ................................... Mary Beth Rainero 
Eucharistic Ministers .................................... Sue Prill 
Ushers ...................................... Harriett & John Harty 


